BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
IN _
ORIGINAL APPLICATION No. 461 OF 2022 (PB)

INTHE MATTER OF: -

Social Action for Forest & Environment

(SAFE)
...... Applicant

VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA L Respondent

REPLY AFFIDAVIT ON_ BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 1,

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: -
I, Sundar Ramanathan, S/o of Sh. S. Ramanathan aged about 40 years
working as Scientist “E” in the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,

at New Delhi, the deponent herein does hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as




. That I am duly authorized and competent to swear the present reply affidavit
on behalf of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (herein
after referred as MoEF&CC).

. That the contents of the application, unless specifically admitted, are denied
to the extent that they are inconsistent with submissions made hereinafter.

. That the instant reply is being filed by the Answering Respondent in
compliance of the order dated 11/07/2022 of the Hon’ble NGT without
prejudice to the right to file a fuller and more detailed reply at a later stage, if

-

SO necessary.
. The Central Government in ;xercise of its powers under sub-section (1) and
clause (v) of sub-section (2) of the Section (3) ofEnvironment
(Protection) Act, 1986 (EPA, 1986)had issued the Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) Notification dated 14/09/2006 for mandating prior
Environmental Clearance (EC) for certain category of projects. As per EIA
Notification, 2006 and subsequent amendments, all new projects or activities

listed in the Schedule, expansion and modernization of existing projects or

activities listed in the Schedule, any change in product-mix in an existing




5. That the EIA Notification 2006 has decentralized the EC process by
categorizing the developmental projects in two categories, i.e., Category ‘A’
project and Category B. The ‘Category ‘A’ projects are appraised at Central
level by the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) and Category ‘B’ projects
are apprised at State Level Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC). State Level
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and SEAC are
constituted by the Central government to provide clearance to Category B
process as per the provisions of the EIA Notification 2006.

6. It is also submitted that Appendix VI of the EIA Notification specifies the
composition of the‘ sector/ project specific Expert_Appraisal Committee
(EAC) for category A projects and the State/UT level Expert Appraisal
Committees (SEACs) for category B projects to be constituted by the Central
Government. It has been categorically stated in Appendix VI that SEACs and
EACs shall constitute of only professionals and experts fulfilling the
eligibility criterion as laid down in the Notification.

7. Further, the Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-
section (3) of section 3 of the EPA, 1986 and the EIA Notification, 2006
constitutes SEIAA/SEAC at State level based on the proposal forwarded by

e State Government, for appraising category B projects for ToR/EC for

te. Further, the nominations received from the State Government are



examined by the Ministry to verify if the experts fulfilled the criteria of the
EIA Notification, 2006. Hence only after due diligence both at the State and
the Central level the SEIAA and SEAC are constituted.

8. It is humbly submitted that the Ministry in exercise of the powers conferred
by section 23 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the
Central Government delegated the powers vested in it under section 5 of the
said Act to all the State and Union Territory Environment Impact Assessment
Authorities (hereinafter referred to as the said Authorities) constituted by the
Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 (;f EPA, 1986, to issue
show cause notice to project p;oponents in case of violation of the conditions
of the ECs issued by the said Authorities to projects or activities within their
jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponents for keeping
such ECs in abeyance or withdrawing them, if required, for violations. Hence
the SEIAA/SEAC are empowered not only to gr;mt ECs but also to take action
on violation of such ECs. In addition, it is submitted that the ECs granted by

the SEIAAs are monitored by the concerned Regional Offices of the Ministry

_____with respect to compliance of the EC conditions that have been stipulated by

eo,,‘{,‘;‘mfe\s AAs. A copy of the Notification no. S.0.637(E) dated 28/02/2014 has

ar
Rajendra Kum

Delhi I_%f;)en\an xed as Annexure A/1.




9. Further, it is submitted that by para 3(7) of EIA, 2006, it is ensured that all
decision taken by SEIAA/SEAC are by a majority and the details of views,
for and against the decision, shall be clearly recorded in the minutes.

10.That the Ministry in the past has also convened capacity building programs
through expert agencies like ASCI (Administrative Staff College of India),
Hyderabad for the SEIAA/SEAC officials for effective environmental
appraisal of the projects which are submitted for grant of EC/ToR.

11.That, the Ministry periodically reviews the functioning of SEIAA/SEAC at
the highest level for ensuring effective and efficient mechanism of
environmental apprais.al at the SEIAA/SEAC level for Category B projects.

12.It is humbly submitted that, i} is the constant endeavor of the Ministry to
introduce systemic reforms in the EC process without compromising on the
environmental safeguards. In pursuance of the same and to streamline the
procedure for seeking prior EC, the Ministry amends the EIA Notification
from time to time as per requirement.

13.That as the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen

years in the EC appraisal process, the Ministry felt that the SEIAAs have

achieved the desired competency. Thus the EC process has been further




to facilitate expeditious and transparent appraisal of proposals‘, without
compromising on environmental rigors.

14.That, as the Ministry had delegated the power to the SEIAA to grant ECs to
all minor mineral mining projects, irrespective of mine lease area, the
applicability of the General Condition for minor minerals has lost its
relevance. Therefore, the Respondent Ministry also deemed it necessary to
remove the applicability of the General Condition for mining of minor
minerals.

15.1t is humbly submitted that State Government is empow‘ered to formulate its
own rules for preventing illegal_mining, transportation and storage of minerals
by exercising the powers conferred on it under section 23(C) of the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957. Further, the State
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for,
regulating the grant of [quarry leases, mining leases or other mineral

concessions] in respect of minor minerals and for purposes connected

therewith. Further, after examination of the data of last three years in terms of

issuing EC for minor minerals, it was observed that only 8 ECs were issued at




16.1t is humbly submitted that the States had already been delegated powers for
appraising Mine Lease Area up to 100 ha of non-coal mining projects vide
Notification no. S.O. 3977(E) dated 14/08/2018. Over the years, as the
SEIAA/SEAC have gained enough experience, it was felt that they can handle
projects with Mine Lease Area up to 250 ha. A copy of the Notification no.
S.0. 3977(E) dated 14/08/2018 has been annexed as Annexure A/2.

17.Further, EIA, 2006, as 'amended, already has provision for constitution of
more than one SEAC in the states, in case such recommendation is received
from the State Government. At present, there are more than one SEAC in the
States of UP, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. Delegation of more powers to States
in a way facilitates the Project Proponent to get their projects appraised at
State level while ensuring that the process of obtaining clearances becomes
more expeditious, transparent, streamlined and hassle-free.

18.Furthermore, in order to keep a check on the approval process at the State
level, the Ministry has amended the provisions of the EIA, 2006 to include a
provision by which projects that are inordinately delayed at the State Level
can be considered at the Central level. A copy of the said notification dated
20/04/2022 is annexed as Annexure A/3.
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SEIAAs. The said rating system is being made operational through the
upgraded PARIVESH portal of the Ministry which is under development. A
copy of the OM dated 17/01/2022 has been annexed as Annexure A/4.

20.1t is humbly submitted that the Ministry has powers under sub-section (1) and
clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 (29 of 1986), read with sub-rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, for dispensing with the
requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said
rules. :

21.tis humbly submitted that the main purpose of issuing these notifications was
delegation of powers to SEIA A with adequate safeguards to ensure timely and
transparent EC to projects at the level of SEIAA while maintaining
environmental safeguards. In this regard, as none of the provisions of the

existing Notification have been dispensed with or diluted, seeking public

comments was dispensed with and the impugned notifications were published

without issuing draft notification as per the provisions mentioned at the para




Order(s), direction(s) as deemed fit and proper under the facts and

by

DEPONENT

([ /=T
s8R RAMANAT
3 /Scientist “F

circumstances of the present case.
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Verified at New Delhi on this day of September, 2022 that the

contents of the above affidavit are correct to my knowledge and belief based

on official records and nothing material has been concealed there from.
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F No.-5(486)
EMPOWERED TO ABMINISTER THE OATH

paRHIEIBN LML LB UUNEENES EXPLAINED 10O fHe

SECTION 139 OF CPC 1908
SECTION 267 GF CRPC 1973 - DEPONENT EXECUTANT \WHQ 1§ SEEMFD PERFFCT
DELHI HIGk COURT RULES 1367 UNDERSTAND & AFFIRMED DEPOSED BEFM
PART.6. CHAPTER XVIIl-227 W, 21 DELH) 05 WD&NF Y
EVIDENCE BY AFFiNAVIT BEFOPE NOTARY %E\F -' ‘uzggxgcumm; EPON HO HAS g
UPREME COLRT RULES, 2013 SIShEL IN MY PRES uL.W
ORDNER 13-7
PONENT
oeNTTT THE BXECUNT IR op
21 SEP L1 L’—Y WO WS SOEDW T

y



ANNGXULE A1

A Ho Bto TeIo-33004/99 ~ REGD.NO.D. L.-33004/%9

1

d SHT
Che Gazette of India

EXTRAORDINARY
9N [I—QUs 3—3T-TGUs (ii)
PART II—Section 3—Sub-section (ii)
 uifyeR | ywrtve
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

g 545] ¢ feooft, deER, Wi 4, 2014/FTSF 13, 1935
No., 545] ~ NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014/PHALGUNA 13, 1935

' gatarur i a9 wareTE

g
T feeett, 28 HEE, 2014

HLIAT. 637(37). —FSF WEHR, T (Hegior) AfufFag, 1986 (1986 1 20) &Y €W 23 §IW I OfFai
F FAM T U IF AR F U 5 F 3w sun fafed i w5 i (Fegm) sfufrm, 1986 # a3 H
SU-¥ (3) F HHA FE TWER G0 Mfed fHY g w1 R wEemsy waE wara wiven (fa s
IF IYEq IH WIUEO FE T ) @I I IiySon g U Afusian % iR uREgisAnsn ar e semt
FH IR w@E FAEfTal 1 v & Afgwam F g § IREeH TERd ® SR Smen Aifed I’ F a0
T Ud F A fF +59 9ER vfE & o) goEea F yfader R G 91 Iaa fuftEay w w5 &
ITEY] H WG aTd A G, af% AT TER F @ H ol fzd § 0 widaE] eravas @, afy ufad g o
Hfawaoi & faw IW afaa gwEs F od vafRe eAefca | 3R yrefie @R A ey o S 'y R
WA FE H A H T@EET @ R

[d. S-11013/2/2013-31% T (37%) ]
F2 Ift, §ge afaa
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi. the 28th February, 2014

S.0.637(E).—Inexercise of the powers conferred by section 23 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of
1986), the Central Government hereby delegates the powers vested in it under section 5 of the said Act to all the State and
Union Territory Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (Hereinafter referred to as the said Authorities) constituted
by the Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to issue show cause
notice to project proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the envioronment clearances issued by the said
Authorities to projects or activities within their jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponents for
keeping such environment clearances in abeyance or withdrawing them, if required, for violations. subject to the condition
that the Central Government may revoke such delegations of powers or may itself invoke the provisions of section 5 of the
said Act, if in the opinion of the Central Government such a Course of action is necessary in the public interest.

[No.J-11013/2/2013-IA. (I)]
AJAY TYAGI, Jt. Secy.
950 GI/2014 (1)
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srferga
T feecht, 28 a0, 2014
AT, 638(37T) —H=1A TSR, TATF0T (Treqr) fufqam, 1986 (1986 1 29) &I ¥R 19 & WL (&) g Tad
Vfe3di 1 ¥4 F3d ZU 35 @l U7 F ¥ASA & U 398 I9eg 39 9Ol & WY (3) § I W v @ WA sfeatad
FFTRA & W 37 IO & =9 (2) ¥ Sfeaifag M @ s st wiided w3 2:

|t
FH qEAH TrfersRaT/ AR SfeHIRA i
€D (2) 3)
1. qgrETm (GRaw) Afafad, 1986 T U 3 & ITUR (3) H YUt 79 9 I TEE

AU HXT GIHR g TS ToF 1 9 T8 TR 937900
R e (miagta,)
TR 3R W7 G (THINITE. ) & fhel yefoed fdiedl 99T 3R 99 TaAeE g ge-
T T FE e, 99 TS a1 AW YU 68 o7 Wk [afvEd wafee sriem i st
[d. S-11013/2/2013-3TE T (373) ]
TS @, G [faa

o

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 28th February, 2014

S.0. 638(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (a) of section 19 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 (29 of 1986). the Central Government hereby authorises the Authority or officer mentioned in column (2) of the

Table hereto for the purpose of the said section with the jurisdiction mentioned against each of them in column (3) of that
Table:

TABLE
S. No. Authority/Officer Jurisdiction
(n (2) €)
1. B SI:nc or Union Territory level Environment Impact Whole of State or Union Territory

Assessment Authority (SEIAA) constituted by the
Central Government under sub-section (3) of section
3 of the Environment (Protection) Act. 1986.

2 Any Director. Conservator of Forests or Additional Jurisdiction of the Regional Office as
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Posted in decided by the Ministry of
any of the Regional Offices of the Ministry of Environment and Forests

Environment and Forests (MoEF).

[No-J-11013/222013-1A. (1)]
AJAYTYAGI. Jt Secy.

Printed by the Manager. Government of India Press. Ring Road, Mayapuri. New Delhi-t 10064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.
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Tfuer ¥yt
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

| 3181] ¢ feoell, WTTAR, 3G 14, 2018/ 57a0 23, 1940
No. 3181] NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2018/SHRAVANA 23, 1940

qaTERer, aq AR Seary TRade #EeT

Fferg=T

T2 R, 14 31, 2018

FT. A1, 3977 (A).—TLT KIH7, qqra7r (F7ayon) wfafaag, 1986 & T 3 & ITaTeT (1) o7 IqYTT (2) F &=
(v) & ATg fsq gatavw (F7emn) Ao, 1986 ¥ fAaw 5 F gufaaw (3) # @3 (7) F wfiw 9wd FvF17 F Fapia
Tatael, a9 s Sorarg afrada gavera f 5fgEAT |, 1533(37) aritg 14 {daw, 2006 7 Ao Ty @ & g5+
yHEoE i e § & IF AAgEAT # gAigg A2 gtarsAst ar fagarn # st @t et ar fAgee
gf¥grsmTeit ar Srarsendt w1 Feqw ar smyfadtacon, R sfar ar stanfadt ar g [ & gfrads #1029 smar
7w, sad RAfRAfTe afar ¥ s, mpfafa, 380 aeae & a7 5 sfafaa 6 g 3§ 37T (3) F aftr F47
FTHT GIT T T Aty gatave 6 Rt i gey oF gatarn savfy F e g wva §
et 7 s F gy STom
IF HAT 7 159 qatave quvaE fRyter gt (ragsrdem) siv (e gata gurar Rt
STPFTA F1 TRTA70r AT FT 9219 FI9 F qay & v Gf4F affwat ¥ wearnem F o sony gt e fFar d

T gataTy (#ea) R, 1986 & 7w 5  sufaaw (3) ¥ =@ (F) Ivay F7a1 € 6 7@0 FFhy 7vF7 #77

A 2 % faefy 3ermr ar Rt w3 1 qond ar yurom 779 97 fEY o ¥ wftay ar Rdye sfaer e amar
TR AL UH FF F oA AT F1 Afew

3T gataTor (g A, 1986 # Aaw 5§ ¥ 3ufdaw (3) ¥ = (7) F ary ufeq gatzrror (Fwwyon) sfafamm,
1986 #t uTIT 3 & ITYRT (1) 37 ITYTT (2) F @3 (v) F i 7= ol 7 STHT Feed g0, AT Tatazer U
et sfg=aT, 2006 & Horem F7 F foO0 g9z yfdg=ay d=5r+ Frar. 3933(3) Iréra 18 fRHae, 2017 7
yafom 1 75 R, e 7 ot safgt 7, s 399 sarfaq g9 6 araar 2, 3 sfagaay & g F oo |/
THTe i qrivE A7 R A oaf® F o swére s qaTe st B o

4764 GL/2818 h
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i I 7T £ gt ST #7118 fRF"w, 2017 F7 I9ersy F f WA
9 FETT T G AT AT Srew StrgeAT g7 ST Al qrErt s qEret av geren: e iRy ar;

FZrT g, qgtaen (v faw, 1986 ¥ fFaw 5 F 3ufAaw (3) F @ (7) F Ay 7T vatawr (Fve)
wfafarm, 1986 7 mv7 3 1 ITUTT (1) 37 ITUTT (2) F @T (v) FRT T 9NFFAT HT W FIA T, qataCer THTITA
Ayt stfea=ay 2006 & AafafaT siv dotea w7t 8, sraiq -

IF AITIFAT A 3TN A7, 72 A(F), 1() 37 Y @A F watazoftr sArafwy 07 sumsdt w1 =i denft wqfy,
s st affore-XI & aqz Raf off 2 i 39 9afaq wRfEat F = v Rafafag gz @ st #df oo,

qqT -
afraraar 1y sriEATY qrefaer T afer g ord 7% #rE FF
T T
1 A, ITFTH HATAT A7 e oy Fgg semaw (R s aw w )
() 2 3) 4 (5
(1
F) | (i)t @7 @A T BT g G F AU F | {7 Fr g 0 F A § ATy 9 AT £AAY, vy '

(iiy A== w5 7rgA
(Fran Pz st
¥ wTE) AT
sgTAYITITTIEY

s,
Iﬁ g

> 3. A 9z AT

FIIT G T F Fqy & >
150 3. @34 9ZT &

A A% 9 A o fFar T

HATZ AT A7 §F |

et qfrrsETT |

<100 ?. 774 g7 &7

FITAT FAA 9F F HIW & <
150 3. G 3T A

| affre X FHTER

(i) et "@2 ST ot ¥ 3R (25 ST A |
ST AT 7%) F P afraray #7 F1dwer |
(i) T 95T A% F q3g #7 oM K ‘WY 9T ¥ |
g @A F gaw ) vy s Rarvsam
fam ; s

(i) FFoTdE AWT F owEw AE a9 @A
aftarsr |

o

(1) a7 Eaw s gz & v &)

(2) 77 afAat, =% AT agg wafeafR &, %
Taq ¥ o gty st & QR afrar

1M | @) T Eici
afrram

(i) =g afrprsan

(i) <50 war A= P

3I4TRT

(i) >50.000 g. & AT

(i) >25 @A shr <50 |
| P

7.3 .7 P 3=

(i) >2000 ¥ 87 <50,000
2. AR 7w TR AY

(50111 € Y admy
sroyTefY

® &Y @wIH
g

qUTED

(<2000%.)

@ maw [ i
et T A

Ay o7} AT Enf

(i) T & sfds 797 # A Fwelt vah T oA
& TRAFATH FT gATERS I ATFT [T T
Ry S

(i) B Paaw afaear Zrr e
A T Senfrdy & efrsad B s
GEziEud Tz R & fv ) Bey
FerEArRY qAY Fr #4947 § 3T A, Ay arw
f T¢I FemEm & 3fE 7 @, F o
qataefis =5 sirfdy a4 et




[ am I1—@ve 3ii) ]

YT &1 TAGA : THHRO)

soTTett (@2 W&
(>2000 faw ww
<0000 | FE
)
()  wEr | grvEuwdy
frms [ e )
ot = (71 .
(>10000 & | THM) AT
Lanf
<50000 AR
2.
_
o A ¥ Pt STt uy were w7 ey 7t v, e s o fre-xI F ae frfa g
T | atrarer | Ssw smed & T B E & F = ECIE A axlaciEa b nica
BES arya | AT qeare | & SarEn/ fPoam | gerrE F7 & o A
EF=T) F srrer | Somdy Eicend Hgfa a7
e FwFT | FoWm form sferTt
qFAT R
ZTF. A g F AT 97 &1e] AT 7 A= g g F AT 7 o Sy ="
0-5%. w2 | T T | g | oA | aprara | e BE e e Areny AT
T, e TATAF geTAE | A EisicicipF e Tine
e Ccucot-col LeSisanicide it caaud-ca
QI amfazfaret
5% m | St A | A | @ | A | e | oaedy
3 <25 | e R TAAE | TTAE | URESTEUN
s | AT FraT 3§ ~
| Srady
>25¢. m | -1 s e 7 gt | wFarear | ofraraar | meéwy
<100 . BT o i
‘ Farim a7 Srardt
>100% | T ,_ng g @7 g g | afrgraar | sfrarar | Ey
| 7= o i
e Rafa & a1e 7w 7 s oy afAw & o &6 e
5z.a% 72 | s ogtorar, | 7@ | @ | e rrarr | SrEvay | SrEeriun umdawiny mivAAT
| AT Sty o - qomrw | ffarinn | A o infy
;;W | >q JAF ATAAT T, gIT Aot
| i |
T [
FT AR, [
TP l
| il !
>52. | =2 g1 e, | A8 g | T, qfrgraar | €y |
W <25 | S i - e | fifadnn |
x| 38 G A s, |
AT | T AE ® Y g afrT
i?qtﬁ' F form v Soady T
o, >5 FT AR,
A afrarar
faar | | T
= |
L |
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AT T g2 eyl fowae, | T g | o, afrgraar | oty
i N . T TaF | iy s
&3, >5 m g3 m yfFTo, :
2T 7 wE § AT 9 frdrr
Frafy F o o 2owdy e
F A,
Ty T
[ T
1

it 1 | gren-1 Prowae & g | o=, afrarar | iy
R 137 @A w ara sy,
<100 3. aqu{zﬁ'qﬂﬁv'ér afrrrT .
Famr |  fom o AT I
>25 F Earéndady — |
= | v |
FIHAS TAAF

|
>100 2. ey 591 TR, & g | e, AT | vy
& fafy A s ™~ T | O
ZF T 7 & ol o5t qfraraAT
Eicacacalll & form m T
¥ Az Srdn ey 1 T -

TR |
|
- [T, 4. 19-2/2013-3r&w Il (1. W)
ST ATEAT , /g /A

feaquy g fRaw, WA F R, smmyew, 9T ), @w 3 39ER (i) # # . 1533(3), avirg 14 RE=w, 2006 #
s o w7 i Fepae et st F g7 gt F oo -

FTAr. 1949(37), AT 13 F95a7, 20086;
.37 1737(3), AT 11 37737, 2007;
Fr.3m. 3067(37), AT 1 2E=7, 2009 ;
FIAT, 695(3), AT 4 33+, 2011 ;
FTAI, 156(31), ATérE 25 A9, 2012 ;
13T, 2896(31), AT 13 fH=7, 2012 ;
FIH. 674(F), ATF 13 71, 2013 ;
F1.31. 2204(x), i 19 JATE, 2013 ;
F1.9T, 2555(3F), AT 21 3, 2013 ;

. FTA, 2559(3r), AT 22 317+, 2013 ;

. FIA 27 31(H), AT 9 A=, 2013 ;

. FTHAT. 562(37), AT 26 A, 2014 ;

. 141, 637(3r), ATENT 28 FAA, 2014 ;

. FT.31. 1599(H), AT 25 I, 2014;

. FT.91. 2601(37), AT 7 1FE7, 2014 ;

. ®rAT. 2600(37), AT 9 F¥FF7, 2014 ;

. FT.AT, 3252(3), AT 22 =7, 2014 ;

. 1.1, 382(3r), ATAE 3 F7AY, 2015 ;

. H1.37. 811(31), AT 23 |1+, 2015 ;

. 1.3, 996(3F), ArE 10 ¥+, 2015 ;

a4 20 O O N A WN =
23O @ N O LN

N oA =2 @ @ @ @ a a
O © ® N O O & WN
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21, FTAM 1142(H), AT 17 3rd=, 2015 ;
22. FTHAL 1141(3F), arirg 29 3%, 2015 ;
23. F1.31. 1834(37), 418 6 J=T%, 2015 ;

24, FT.H1. 2571(31), Irera 31 37, 2015,
25. F1.31. 2572(F), ATg 14 fAdaw, 2015,
26. F1.371. 141(31) 15 79347, 2016, '
27. FT.41. 648(31) AT 3 AT, 2016 ;

28. .91, 2269(3) ATEIE 1 HATE, 2016 ;

29. FT.31. 2944(31), AT 14 Rawaw, 2016;

30. FT.37. 3518(31), FTA7g 23 7947, 2016 ;

31. #r.3r1. 3999(3), AT 9 fZH=A7, 2016;

32. FT.31. 4241(3r), aréa 30 =7, 2016; 37
(

33. #1571, 3611(3), ATEYT 25 FTE, 2018 |

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 14th August. 2018

S.0. 3977(E).—. Whereas, by notification of the Government of India in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment
and Forests vide number S.0.1533 (E), dated the 14th September. 2006 issued under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of
sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 read with clause (d)\of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the
Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government directed that on and from the date of its publication, the
required construction of new projects or activities or the expansion or modernisation of existing projects or activities
listed in the Schedule to the said notification enlai]in—é capacity addition with change in process or technology or product
mix shall be undertaken in any part of India only after prior environmental clearance from the Central Government or as
the case may be, by the State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority, duly constituted by the Central
Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the said Act, in accordance with the procedure specified therein;

And whereas. the said Ministry has received requests. for delegation of more powers to State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and District Environment Tmpact Assessment Authority (DEIAA) with respect to
grant of Environment Clearances:;

And whereas clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule S of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 provides that,
whenever the Central Government considers that prohibition or restrictions of any industry or carrying on any processes
or operatton in any area should be imposed. it shall give notice of its intention to do so:

And whereas. a draft notification for making amendments in the Environment Tmpact Assessment Nottfication,
2006 in exercise of the powers conferred under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the
Environment (Protection) Act. 1986 read with clause (d) of sub-rule (3) of rule S of the Environment (Protection) Rules.
1986 was published, vide number S.0.3933 (E) dated the 18th December 2017, inviting objections and suggestions from
all the persons likely to be affected thereby, within a period of sixty days from the date of publication of said notification
in the Gazette of India;

And whereas, copies of the said notification were made available to the public on 18th December 2017,

And whereas, ali objections and suggestions received in response to the above mentioned draft notification have
been duly considered by the Central Government:
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Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 ot 1986), read with clause (d) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment
{Protection) Rules. 1986. the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendments in thé Environment
Impact Assessment Notification. 2006 namely:-

In the said Notification, in the SCHEDULE, for item 1(a), I(c), and the Schematic Presentation of Requirements
on Environmental Clearance of Minor Minerals including cluster situation in Appendix-XI and entries relating thereto,
the following item and entries shall be substituted, namely:

ijec_lor Activity

Category with threshold limit

A B Conditions of any
| Mining. extrac tion of natural resources and power generation (tor a specified production capacity}
D (2) 1) 4) (5) i
[@ | iy Mining of| > 100 ha.of mining lease area| < 100 ha of mining lease area in | General Conditions shall apply |
minerals in respect of non-coal mine| respect of non-coal mine lease. except: |
lease. (i) for project or activity of miming of
minor minerals of Category ‘B2’ (up to 2§
> 150 ha of mining lease area| < 150 ha of mining lease area in| ha of mining lease area):
in respect of coal mine lease respect of coal mine lease.
(ii) for project or activity of mining of
Asbestos munug irrespective minor minerals of Category ‘BI’ in case |
of mining area. of cluster of mining lease area; and
-~
(iii) River bed mining projects on account
of inter-state boundary.
Note.
(1) Mineral prospecting is exempted;
(2) The prescribed procedure for
[ (n)Sturry environmental clearance for mining of
| pipeline; (coal, minor minerals including cluster situation
lignite and other is given in Appendix XT,
ores) passing | All projects.
through national
parks /
sanctuaries / coral
reefs. .
| ecologically
i sensitive areas.
| Ke) | (i) River Valley| (i) 2 S0 MW hydroelectzic| (i) 2 25 MW and < S0 MW
projects power generation, hydroelectric power generation; General Condition shall apply.

(31 Trrigation
projects

(ii) 2 50.000 ha. of culturable
command area

(ii) > 2000 ha. and < 50,000 ha. of
culturable command area.

Irrigation Requirement of

system EC

() Minor [ Exempted

Irrigation

system (< 2000

Ha)

(b}  Medium | Required to

irrigation prepare EMP and

system (>2000 | 10 be dealt at

and < 10.000 State level (B
category).

ha.)

Note:-

(i) Category ‘B’ river valley projects falling

in more than one state shall be appraised at

the central Government Level. |

(1) Change n nrrigauion technology having
environmental bencfits (eg. From flood
irrigation to Drip wmigation etc.) by an
existing project. leading to ncrease n
Culturable Command Area but without
increase in dam height and submergence.
will not require amendment/ revision of
EC.
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{c)

system

wrigation

(=10.000 to <
50.000 ha.)

Major

Required to
prepare EIA/EMP
and to be dealt at
State level
category).

(B,

Schematic Presentation of Requirements on Environmental Clearance of Minor Minerals including cluster

sitaation in A

ppendix-XI:

Area of Lease Category | Requirement | Requirement | Requirement | Who can Who will | Authority | Authority
(Hectare) of of of of prepare apply for | to to
| Project EIA / Public EC EIA/JEMP | EC appraise/ | monitor
EMP/DSR Hearing grant EC | EC
compliance
EC Proposal of Sand Mining and other Minor Mineral Mining on the basis of individual mine lease
0 - Sha ‘B2’ Form -IM, No Yes Project Project DEAC/ DLIAA
PFR. DSR Proponent Proponent | DEIAA SEIAA
and SPCB
Approved CPCB
Mine Plan MOoEFFCC
>5haand < 25 ha ‘B2’ Form -1. No Yes Project Project SEAC / Agency
PFR. DSR Proponent Proponent | SEIAA nominated
and by
Approved MoEFCC
Mine Plan
| and EMP
> 25ha and < 100ha ‘Bl Form —1. Yes Yes | Project Project SEAC/
PFR. DSR Proponent Proponent | SEIAA
and |
Approved
‘ Mine Plan
and EIA and
EMP
| > 100 ha ‘A’ Form I, Yes Yes Project Project EAC/
PFR. DSR Proponent Proponent | MoEFCC
‘ and
Approved
‘ Mine Plan -
and EIA and
[ EMP
| _EC Prooposal of Sand Mining and other Minor Mineral Mining in cluster situation
| Cluster area ‘B2’ Form -1M, No Yes State, State | Project DEAC/ DEIAA
of mine leases PFR. DSR Agency, Proponent | DETAA/ SEIAA
| upto5ha and Group of SPCB
Approved Project CPCB
Mine Plan Proponents. MoEFCC
Project Agency
Proponent nonmated
[ Cluster area ‘B2 Form ~I. No Yes State. State | Project DEAC/ by
| of Mine leases PFR. DSR Agency. Proponent | DEIAA/ MoEFCC
>5haand <25 ha and Group of
| with no individual Approved Projéct
lease > S ha Mine Plan Proponent:s.
| and one Project
EMP tor Proponent
| all leases in
| the Cluster
| Cluster area ‘B2’ Form -T. No Yes State. State | Project SEAC/
of Mine leases PFR. DSR Agency. Proponent | SEIAA
>35haand <25ha and Group of
with any individual Approved Project
lease > 5 ha Mine Plan Proponents,
and one Project
EMP for Proponent
alt leases in

the Cluster
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Cluster of ‘BI’ Form -L Yes Yes State. State | Project SEAC/
mine leases of PFR. DSR Agency, Proponent | SETAA
area =25 and Group of - 1
hectares with Approved Project
individual Mine Plan Proponents.
lease size < 100ha and one Project

EIA/EMP Proponent

forall leases

in the Cluster
Cluster of any A Form =1, Yes Yes State. State | Project EAC/
size with any PFR, DSR Agency, Proponent | MoEFCC
of the and Group of
individual Approved Project
lease > 100ha Mine Plan Proponents,

and one Project

ETA/EMP for Proponent

all leases in

the Cluster i I

[F. No. 19-2/2013-TAITI (PLIT)]
GYANESH BHARTI, Jt Secy.

Note: The principal rules were published in the Gazelte of India. Extraordinary. Part Il, Section 3. Sub-scction (ii)
vide number S.0. 1533 (E). dated the 14™ September, 2006 and subsequently amended vide the foliowing numbers: -

C x N oWk W N =

RN RN N RN NN N NN - - e e e e e e e
XIS AEDN-S0CEexE IR L =05

S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
SHOX
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0
S.0.
S.O.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.
S.O.
S.0.
S.0.
S.0.

1949 (E) dated the 13" November. 2006
1737 (E) dated the 11" October. 2007:
3067 (E) dated the 1* December. 2009:;
695 (E) dated the 4" April, 2011;  ~
156 (E) dated the 25" January. 2012:

2896 (E) dated the 13™ December. 2012;

674 (E) dated the 13" March, 2013;
2204 (E) dated the 19" July 2013:

2555 (E) dated the 21*" August. 2013;
2559 (E) dated the 22™ August, 2013;
2731 (E) dated the 9" September. 2013;
562 (E) dated the 26" February, 2014;
637 (E) dated the 28" February. 2014;
1599 (E) dated the 25" June, 2014:
2601 (E) dated the 7" October. 2014;
2600 (E) dated the 9" October, 2014

3252 (E) dated the 22™ December. 2014;

382 (E) dated the 3" February, 2015:
811 (E) dated the 23" March, 2015:
996 (E) dated the 10™ April, 2015:
1142 (E) dated the 17™ April, 2015:
1141 (E) dated the 29" April, 2015:
1834 (E) dated the 6" July. 2015:
2571 (E) dated the 31* August. 2015;

2572 (E) dated the 14" September. 2015:

141 (E) dated the 15" January. 2016:
648 (E) dated the 3rd March, 2016
2269(E) dated the Ist July, 2016;

2944(E) dated the 14™ September, 2016;
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30. S.0.3518(E) dated 23" November 2016;

31 S.0.3999 (E) dated the 9" December. 2016;

32, S.0. 4241(E) dated the 30" December. 2016: and
33.  S.0.3611(E) dated the 25" July, 2018.
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T, 1795) TE RN, THAR, A8720,2022/47 30,1944
No. 1795] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022/CHAITRA 30, 1944

q3faTer, I IR Ay Radq F=ay

FrfagEmT
A% fawefl, 20 ¥, 2022

FTAT. 1886(F)—F=1g A7F TIA?Y v a9 fawmr F qaadT a9 # qIfazor (§egm)
sfafame, 1986 # 4t (3) 1 IT-4TT (1) 37 IT-URT (2) F @e (v) F q=NF w3 afFAt w7 www Fq
gq, gafaco garara Refeor sfgmn, 2006 (P& @79 <8F 94317 S9réw sf¥g=rn, 2006 F=7 747 2),
afreasaTer € #Ffa9w g3t F o 1@ watavfiy w9 srae 398 F R, s F7.ar.1533(3), AT
14 =7, 2006 T wFisrT F1 &1

A7 7T qatazer gaTaTd et arferEry (Edardu) #1 asa 979 @ F adfiT adf gearedt ®
forr gataor AT (£47) 97 FmmT i s & o searnfa orfvat &1 9am 777 7 T w4
ZArST wf=AT, 2006 F FafaRa F o matasn (F7g0) st 1986 F1 9T 3 £ 37T (3) F
et By T g

s o7 wafavor AaTATA Rufrw srirwor & gataver 9 geaiwa yfFar § e 9zg aot &
TR Srqwa WA 0 2 37 e wae 97 mafaor §98 gwrat F fore v eresft fRoem F Ao ot
T F HIEAH J QI AT F AAATSA F 2q7 747 €;

v FET g7 7759 =7 77 /Y £F gqidyr F o qataver a4 gfEan Fr s GFEdE ar
FTaYTF AHAAT £;

T s qrE ®, g ariRT ¥ wgeaqel J@t F avg gy @ 6w aafis aga ¥
Fafera wad @ & afdrSArst w1 er '@ 97 ff graiEa Gy 9w, e FE e afie g
Fravett 77 sar & v@¥ gU FH1a & 7 [EATFA FAT SAFGTF ARAAT £

2770 G1'2022 (1)
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H9: o, F219 FrEr, qgEe (geeron) AW, 1986 F fAaw 5 F Iu-fAgw (4) F gy ofsw
Tt (F7or) fAfAery, 1986 (1986 FT 29) FY 47T 3 #it I9-41TAT (1) 377 I9-uT77 (2) F &L (V) &7
=T AT FT TG #2d gU I fAAw F Faw 5 F 3u-fAgw (3) F =@ (F) F e nfew ' sty Ay
FATH FI4 F TATE, AFRT F AT FEERE FT AT 7T UF g7 FAET Y AfTqTAT qens
FTA1. 1533(37), AT 14 Frawar, 2006, sty § Frafafas o G 78 & auiq-

I AT H-
(1) T 4 F, I (jii F) F r9 07, et w@r ST, st -

(il F) TP TET T FTRRF AT T qgeq A @ataT & a7 [7 F27 F7H77 17 GFFI T4 AT,
TIFAT ST FH] JTToTFATA 3 F1C0 Ot G371 '@ R a70 #1 STAgraT 337 731 § a1 THT
FIEFHT T 7177 AT [T A7 Ol RIS F 77 93fawor F ST FATFATI FT GTEHT FA F
[T G173 ATIRAAT B 9T ST FHI-HIFT A H10F [@FAHT & HT THI-THT q% 27 F74 7 727
HTFPRIT ATt 1 (T FIA &, T8 21T &7 Y7 I ' GPIFTI5 F w7 & F77 2T FIO77;

(2) oL, -
(i) W7 1(F) F THA,-
(%) = (3) &, -

(F) AT-FPTET @99 9% F HEg & "> 100 THRAT @99 727 6@ F woaaw, Fafafa war e,
I -

"FXTT F HATIT T THE AT @A 95 F FY H >250 FHA7 @A GZT A"

(=) ">150 ZFTL" T, F T AMT F =9 97, > 500 THAT TANTF, A hT s 7@ Ao
(=) &= (4) F, -
() AT-FP7AT TAF F HaeT H <100 THAT AT T 6T F T T,
vz, Feferfaa &y sToa, sraiy; -

T GlAT @7 Tgl F FIT F T GFT 2T 47 FY FIA F AT FI IHG GlAT T 92 F
T & <250 ZFFT FTT GIT ST "
() "<150 TFAT F qvFY, S ST ATt F w4 uv "<500 THAT F I, SF A qm7
ST,

(ii) 7Z 1(31) F AR, -

(F) &7 (3) #, -
(F) FH @ (i) #, "> 50 FATATZ, FAYES, F1 T qet F 2= 9T "> 100 FWErT gAE, Aiwe
A apeTT T T,
(@) FF 7T (i) T goret St st #71 @ BT s,

(@) T (4) &, -

(F) F7 FEAT (i) &, "<50 FATEATZ IATF, 6 F; ;T 4w F 2419 9%, "<100 FAAZ TAF, AT A7 qmv

(@) FH =4 (i) ¥, -
(1) "$iT <50,000 ZFZAT" o1z, Tl AT ofF 7 19 Ay svo,
(Il f&g (ar) & ATeoit &, "F <50,000" or==, TATF 37 3 FT A9 FF=y s, |
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() =G4 (5) |, FH 7= (i) F e, FutafEaa w7 gen sqenfir fgy mm, st -

(i) FA-TNT FeT F darda a1 GRITATT FT Feq157 3219 &7 93 997 § R # @7 337
ST

(iii) 7% 1(=) F AT, -

(F) 79 (3) &, "> 50 HATATZ" TATFT, 3FT A7 AGTT F 479 97, "> 100 WIATATS" TAFT, FFT AT A&7y
FY 7|7 FTTM;

(@) #FA9 (4) ®, "<50 HATATZ' TATF, SF AT AGT F TYH 97, "<100 FATATS" TAF, Aw #T A_T 77
SO

(iv) 5% 2(F) F #1949, -
(F) T (3) F, ">1" TAF T siF F w7 9z, ">2.5 "gARY AT SiF F @y o,
(@) Tq (4) T, "<1" TART 7 SF F #1797, "< 2.5" g4+ ST siF 7@ qo;
() =5 (5) & Frarere oy 35 e, e e st s, s -

"FTT GZT &7 F Hlaw T gers FefiAT F i THIFT FIAT @A GRIAIATH FT FITAT AT
TRTISATST F o7 [RmTa 18T F SgaIT #1977 1 75T &Y R, TR, 397 33T F1em
ST T

(V) % 2 (@) F ATHA, -
(F) 797 (3) ®,FF=mm wfafeat wr =g fFar s,

(@) =@ (4) ®, "<0.5 Afowa AT 7 eamga" 9o+, i, oeg T wN7 F =y uv, "o af[ e
qfeeawor afarssT, afean § 9T 97 s R famr osg @ Ao,

() &W (5) ¥ fFamE 9 F g, et gy s,
3‘{"4'1?[: -

"ft7e fead ATawr® 51 ¥ arg vHFE Fa9 oRTEAT @99 957 & F 97 Few &7 97 =
R AT vza1 A1 AR, wsa w, maa afreare F P G A F

(vi) §Z 7 (F) F ATHA -
(F) =9 (3) ®, "aft g arai’” ars2t F 2 g gy 7€ qfen AT s v Ao,
(@) 7 (4) ®, Aaferfaa siTenfea Gy Srom, seadq; - ‘
Tt faeam afensa, R garé ofeat ff aftwfem & s 3folRas sy & Ao &
(1. &. 97157 3-22/10/2022-3rE1. 111]
froqur . g= sferg=aY wg ¥ o, wETHTEe, 9T i, @2 0, S9-§ (i), e Fa. 1533(R), i

14 ReaT, 2006 g7 TEvierT f1 wE oft shv sfaR=AY "@en Fam 1807(%), ardra 12 e,
2022 gIeT wfaw "Asnua fFg7 mar a7
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 20th April, 2022

S.0. 1886(E).—WHEREAS, the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment
and Forests, in exercise of its powers under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section (3)
of'the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification,
2006 (hereinafter referred to as the EIA Notification, 2006), vide number S.0.1533 (E), dated the 14th
Septecmber, 2006 for mandating prior environmental clearance for certain category of projects;

And whereas, the State Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (SEIAAs) have been
constituted under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act. 1986 for
implementation of the EIA Notification, 2006 at State level for exercising delegated powers to consider and
grant Environmental Clearance (EC) for all proposals under Category B;

And whereas, the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen years in the EC
appraisal process and the process at the State level has also been made completely online through the
PARIVESH portal for efficient and transparent disposal of EC proposals;

And whereas, the Central Government deems it necessary to further decentralise the EC process for
facilitating clearances at State level;

And whereas, as on date, category ‘B’ projects, relating to national defence and strategic
importance with signtficant element of security involvement are also being appraised at the State level
which, the Central Government deems it necessary to be appraised centrally taking into account national
security concems;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section
(2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986).read with sub-rule(4) of rule 5 of
the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the
requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules, in public interest, hereby
makes the following further amendments in the notification of the Government of India, in the erstwhile
Ministry of Environment and Forests. number S.O. 1533 (E), dated the 14th September, 2006, namely:-

In the said notification,-
(1) in paragraph 4, for sub-paragraph (i1 a), the following shall be substituted, namely:-
(iii a) Such Category ‘B’ projects, relating to the National defence or strategic or security importance or
those as notified by the Central Government on account of exigencies such as pandemics, natural disasters
or to promote environmentally friendly activities under National Programmes or Schemes or Missions or
such projects which are inordinately delaved bevond the stipulated timeline as laid down in this
notification and also meet the criteria as laid down in this regard from time to time, shall be considered at
the Central level as Category ‘B’ projects;
(2) in the Schedule,—

(1) against item [(a).—

(a) in column (3).—

(A) for “>100 ha. of mining lease area in respect of non-coal mining lease”, the following shall
be substituted, namely:—

*“>250 ha mining lease area in respect of major mineral mining lease other than coal™;

(B) for the symbol. figures and letters *“> 150 ha”, the symbol. figures and letters **> 500 ha™
shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4),—

(A) for “< 100 ha of mirﬁng lease area in respect of non-coal mine lease™. the following shall be
substituted, namely:—

“All mining lease arca in respect of minor mineral mining leases and < 250 ha mining lease area
in respect of major mincral mining lease other than coal™;
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(B) for the symbols, figures and letters “< 150 ha™, the symbols, figurcs and letters “< 500 ha™
shall be substituted;

(i1) against item | (c),-
(a) in column (3),—

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbols, figures and letters “> 50 MW™, the symbols,
figures and letters “>100 MW shall be substituted,; °

(B) serial number (11) and the entries relating thercto shall be omitted:
(b) in column (4).—

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbol, figures and letters “< 50 MW™, the symbol, figures
and letters “< 100 MW" shall be substituted;

(B) in serial number (ii),—
(I) the word, symbol and figures “and < 50.000 ha.” shall be omitted;

(I in point (c) in the table, the word, symbol and figures “to < 50,000 shall be
omitted;

(c) in columin (5), after serial number (i1), the following serial number shall be inserted.
namely:—

“*(i11) Irrigation projects involving Inter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level without
change in category.”;

(111) against item | (d),—

(a) in column (3), for the symbols, figures and letters “> 50 MW?™, the symbols, figures and lctters
“>100 MW" shall be substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbol, figures and letters *“< 50 MW, the symbol. tigures and letters
“< 100 MW shall be substituted; =

(iv) against item 2(a),—

(a) in column (3). for the symbols and figure “>1"". the symbols and figures “> 2.5 shall be
substituted;

(b) in column (4), for the symbols and figure “<I|™, the symbols and figures “< 2.5 shall be
substituted;

(c) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:—

“Integrated coal mining projects with washeries located within mining lease area shall continue to
be considered at Central level or State levcl, as the case may be, as per the extant threshold tor coal
mining projects.”;

(v) against item 2 (b),—
(a) in column (3), the existing entries shall be omitted;

(b) in column (4). for the symbol, figures, words and: letters < 0.5 miilion TPA throughput”, the
words “All mineral beneticiation projects irrespective of the procedure for beneficiation™ shall be
substituted;

(c) in column (5), atter the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:—

“Integrated mining projects with beneficiation plants located within mining lease area shall
continue to be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant
threshold for mining projects.”;

(vi) against item 7 (a),—

(a) in column (3), for the words “All projects”. the words “All new projects” shall be substituted;
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(b) in column (4), the following shall be inserted, namely:—

“All expansions pro jects, including airstrips, which are for commercial use.”.
[F. No. [A3-22/10/2022-1A111]

Dr. SUJIT KUMAR BAJPAYEE, Jt. Secy.
The principal notitication was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section 1II,

sub-section (i1), vide, number S.O. 1533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006 and was last amended,
vide, the notification number S.O. 1807(E), dated the 12th April, 2022.

Note :

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-} 10064
MANO)

and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. ¥ =
VERWA .



ANNEXULE A/q

F. No. IA3-22/45/2021-IA.I1I [170617]
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Impact Assessment Division

ke

Indira Paryayaran Bhawan
Jor Bagh Road; Aliganj
New Delhi ~ 110003
diriapolicy-moefcciaigov.in

Date: 17t January, 2022

Office Memorandum

Subject: Criteria/Methodology for rating of SEIAAs - reg.

Ministry has taken several initiatives for streamlining the environmental
clearance (EC) pfocess and reduce the time taken for grant of clearances. The entire
EC process has been made online through PARIVESH portal. Due to these initiatives,
the average time taken in grant of EC has reduced considerably, to approximately 75
days as against the time-line of 105 days, prescribed in the EIA Notification 2006.

2. Further, one of the issues raised during the meeting chaired by Cabinet
Secretary on 13.11.2021 to discuss the action taken on “Ease of Doing Business”,
was regarding ranking of States based on the time taken in according clearances.

3. It has been decided to incentivize the states through a star-rating system,
based on the efficiency and timeliness in grant of EC. This is intended as a mode of
recognition and encouragement as8 well as for prompting improvements where
needed.

4. After due deliberation, it has been decided that the following criterita and
methodology shall be followed for star rating the SEIAAs to encourage transparency,
efficiency and accountability:

SL.No/Criteria__ ) Methodology Ta_u-'ks_:
1 'Average number of days for granting EC < 80 days 2
(extra 1 mark] o '
< 10S days 1
105to 120days | 0.5 [
' 1 - More than 120 days [ o |
2 % of disposal of fresh ToR/ ToR amendment| more than 90% | 1 |
proposals awaiting for more than 30 days 80 - 90% ": 05
I B | Llessthan80% | O
3 % of disposal of fresh EC/ EC amendment proposals{ more than 90% | 1
awaiting for more than 105 days 80 - 90% 05
- Less than 80% 0
4 Percentage of cases wherein more than one time EDS 10% or less 1
were sought by MS 20% 0.5
| 30% or more 0]
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|§ i -;—Ave}aée_ number of days taken for accepting the < 5 days _ 1

{ }proposals for ToR/EC 5-7 days ‘0.5
4 More than 7 days 0

16 Complaints redressed by SEIAA All complaints | 1 ]
_ 50% or more | o5
L | Less than 50% 0

‘1— = = R = i S|

(7 ‘Percentage of cases, out of total cases placed to SEAC,L Less than 10% _'+’__ 1]
ifor which site visits were carried out by SEIAA/ SEAC. 10% to 20 05
L ™ Niore than 20% | 0

Rating systerm:

SLNo [Marks Stars |
1 == S S S =y p— pm— H
1 ‘7 marks or more jsRogodede]
i
7 I marks aGno
\
5 pemarks seon
I -
4 WS maks Fs o
#‘m ————— —— g —- - e | v o . 4
S 3-4 marks o
P —
6 Less than 3 marks No stars
5! The rating of a SEIAA will be a dynamic process based on performance during

last six months. Data for a block of six month starting from 1s day till last day of
block period will be considered. This will be updated at end of every month.

6. The above rating criteria shall be implemented online through PARIVESH as
the portal has been upgraded to capture action taken on ToR/EC applications.

-

- i)
7. This is issued with the approval of the competent authority. Aﬁi/
vl \ '

(A K Agrawal)
Director
To

1. Chairperson/Member Secretaries of all the SEIAAs/SEACs
2. Chairman of all the Expert Appraisal Committees

Copy for information to:

PS to Hon’ble Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
PS to Hon’ble MoS(EF&CC)

PPS to Secretary (EF&CC)

PPS to AS(RA)/AS(TK)/JS(SKB)

Website MOEF&CC/Guard file.
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