
BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, 

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 

IN 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION No. 461 OF 2022 (PB) 

IN THE MATTER OF: -

Social Action for Forest & Environment 
(SAFE) 

VERSUS 

UNION OF INDIA 

...... Applicant 

..... Respondent 

REPLY AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 1, 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: -

I, Sundar Ramanathan, S/o of Sh. S. Ramanathan aged about 40 years 

working as Scientist "E" in the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, 

at New Delhi, the deponent herein does hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as 

under: 
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AR 

1. That I am duly authorized and competent to swear the present reply affidavit 

on behalf of Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (herein 

after referred as MoEF &CC). 

2. That the contents of the application, unless specifically admitted, are denied 

to the extent that they are inconsistent with submissions made hereinafter. 

3. That the instant reply is being filed by the Answering Respondent m 

compliance of the order dated 11/07/2022 of the Hon'ble NGT without 

prejudice to the right to file a fuller and more detailed reply at a later stage, if 

so necessary. 

4. The Central Government in exercise of its powers under sub-section (I) and 

clause (v) of sub-section (2) of the Section (3) of Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986 (EPA, 1986) had issued the Environment Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Notification dated 14/09/2006 for mandating prior 

Environmental Clearance (EC) for certain category of projects. As per EIA 

Notification, 2006 and subsequent amendments, all new projects or activities 

listed in the Schedule, expansion and modernization of existing projects or 

activities listed in the Schedule, any change in product-mix in an existing 

� ma facturing unit requires prior EC from the concerned authorities. No 
\ v-u�� 

\
0"t!,�\ lj1 listed in the schedule of the EIA Notification, 2006 can commence 
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5. That the EIA Notification 2006 has decentralized the EC process by 

categorizing the developmental projects in two categories, i.e., Category 'A' 

project and Category B. The 'Category 'A' projects are appraised at Central 

level by the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) and Category 'B' projects 

are apprised at State Level Expert Appraisal Committee (SEAC). State Level 

Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and SEAC are 

constituted by the Central government to provide clearance to Category B 

process as per the provisions of the EIA Notification 2006. 

6. It is also submitted that Appendix VI of the EIA Notification specifies the 

composition of the sector/ project specific Expert .... Appraisal Committee 

(EAC) for category A projects and the State/UT level Expert Appraisal 

Committees (SEACs) for category B projects to be constituted by the Central 

Government. It has been categorically stated in Appendix VI that SEACs and 

EACs shall constitute of only professionals and experts fulfilling the 

eligibility criterion as laid down in the Notification. 

7. Further, the Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub­

section (3) of section 3 of the EPA, 1986 and the EIA Notification, 2006 

constitutes SEIAA/SEAC at State level based on the proposal forwarded by 

---..u e State Government, for appraising category B projects for ToR/EC for 
�RY 

te. Further, the nominations received from the State Government are 
� 
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examined by the Ministry to verify if the experts fulfilled tlJ.e criteria of the 

EIA Notification, 2006. Hence only after due diligence both. at the State and 

the Central level the SEIAA and SEAC are constituted. 

8. It is humbly submitted that the Ministry in exercise of the powers conferred 

by section 23 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the 

Central Government delegated the powers vested in it under section 5 of the 

said Act to all the State and Union Territory Environment Impact Assessment 

Authorities (hereinafter referred to as the said Authorities) constituted by the 

Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 of EPA, 1986, to issue 

show cause notice to project proponents in case of violation of the conditions 

of the ECs issued by the said Authorities to projects or activities within their 

jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponents for keeping 

such ECs in abeyance or withdrawing them, if required, for violations. Hence 

the SEIAA/SEAC are empowered not only to grant ECs but also to take action 

on violation of such ECs. In addition, it is submitted that the ECs granted by 

the SEIAAs are monitored by the concerned Regional Offices of the Ministry 

__ with respect to compliance of the EC conditions that have been stipulated by 

- As. A copy of the Notification no. S.O.637(E) dated 28/02/2014 has 
urn 
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9. Further, it is submitted that by para 3(7) of EIA, 2006, it is ensured that all 

decision taken by SEIAA/SEAC are by a majority and the details of views, 

for and against the decision, shall be clearly recorded in the minutes. 

10. That the Ministry in the past has also convened capacity building programs 

through expert agencies like ASCI (Administrative Staff College of India), 

Hyderabad for the SEIAA/SEAC officials for effective environmental 

appraisal of the projects which are submitted for grant of EC/ToR. 

11. That, the Ministry periodically reviews the functioning of SEIAA/SEAC at 

the highest level for ensuring effective and efficient mechanism of 

environmental appraisal at the SEIAA/SEAC level for Category B projects. 

12.It is humbly submitted that, it is the constant endeavor of the Ministry to 

introduce systemic reforms in the EC process without compromising on the 

environmental safeguards. In pursuance of the same and to streamline the 

procedure for seeking prior EC, the Ministry amends the EIA Notification 

from time to time as per requirement. 

13.That as the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen 

years in the EC appraisal process, the Ministry felt that the SEIAAs have 

achieved the desired competency. Thus the EC process has been further 



to facilitate expeditious and transparent appraisal of proposals, without 

compromising on environmental rigors. 

14.That, as the Ministry had delegated the power to the SEIAA to grant ECs to 

all minor mineral mining projects, irrespective of mine lease area, the 

applicability of the General Condition for minor minerals has lost its 

relevance. Therefore, the Respondent Ministry also deemed it necessary to 

remove the applicability of the General Condition for mining of minor 

minerals. 

15.It is humbly submitted that State Government is empowered to formulate its 

own rules for preventing illegal mining, transportation and storage of minerals 

by exercising the powers conferred on it under section 23(C) of the Mines and 

Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957. Further, the State 

Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for, 

regulating the grant of [ quarry leases, mining leases or other mineral 

concessions] in respect of minor minerals and for purposes connected 

therewith. Further, after examination of the data oflast three years in terms of 

issuing EC for minor minerals, it was observed that only 8 ECs were issued at 

in respect of minor mineral mining leases can be delegated to 
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16.It is humbly submitted that the States had already been delegated powers for 

appraising Mine Lease Area up to 100 ha of non-coal mining projects vide 

Notification no. S.O. 3977(E) dated 14/08/2018. Over the y€ars, as the 

SEIAA/ SEAC have gained enough experience, it was felt that they can handle 

projects with Mine Lease Area up to 250 ha. A copy of the Notification no. 

S.O. 3977(E) dated 14/08/2018 has been annexed as Annexure A/2. 

17.Further, EIA, 2006, as amended, already has provision for constitution of 

more than one SEAC in the states, in case such recommendation is received 

from the State Government. At present, there are more than one SEAC in the 

States of UP, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. Delegation of more powers to States 

in a way facilitates the Project Proponent to get their projects appraised at 

State level while ensuring that the process of obtaining clearances becomes 

more expeditious, transparent, streamlined and hassle-free. 

18.Furthermore, in order to keep a check on the approval process at the State 

level, the Ministry has amended the provisions of the EIA, 2006 to include a 

provision by which projects that are inordinately delayed at the State Level 

can be considered at the Central level. A copy of the said notification dated 

20/04/2022 is annexed as Annexure A/3. 

---""'--.It is humbly submitted that in order to encourage transparency, efficiency and 

bility, the Ministry issued the criterion for the star rating of the 
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SEIAAs. The said rating system is being made operatioqal through the 

upgraded P ARJVESH portal of the Ministry which is under development. A 

copy of the OM dated 17/01/2022 has been annexed as Annexure A/4. 

20.lt is humbly submitted that the Ministry has powers under sub-section (I) and 

clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 

1986 (29 of 1986), read with sub-rule ( 4) of rule 5 of the Environment 

(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, for dispensing with the 

requirement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said 

rules. 

2 1.lt is humbly submitted that the main purpose of issuing these notifications was 

delegation of powers to SEIAA with adequate safeguards to ensure timely and 

transparent EC to projects at the level of SEIAA while maintaining 

environmental safeguards. In this regard, as none of the provisions of the 

existing Notification have been dispensed with or diluted, seeking public 

comments was dispensed with and the impugned notifications were published 

without issuing draft notification as per the provisions mentioned at the para 

mitted that the present reply affidavit may kindly be taken on record 

o consideration and the Hon'ble Tribunal may pass appropriate 
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Order(s), direction(s) as deemed fit and proper under the facts and 

circumstances of the present case. 
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Verified at New Delhi on __ this day of September, 2022 that the 

contents of the above affidavit are correct to my knowledge and be! ief based 

on official reGords and nothing material has been concealed there from. 
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EXTRAORDINARY 

'qJlT Il-lg1'.l's 3-"3"Q"-lg1'.l's (ii) 
PART II-Section 3---Sub-section (ii) 

� � Yc:hrfiira 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

';ff�, ii•l&lc:11<, 1'rn 4, 2014� 13, 1935 

ANNC::X"Ul..t:: A/ i 

REGO. NO. D. L.-33004/99 

�. 545] 
No. 545] NEW DELIIl, TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014/PHALGUNA 13, 1935 

qiifc:1<01 -3ITT" cA � 

� 
�fu.:ffi, 28 �' 2014 

<@".3TT. 637(3l).-� mcfiR, � (meJUT) ��- 1986 ( 1986 cfiT '29) cfiT mu 23 &JU�� 
cfiT>l"IWTcR€f�� �tf,1 � 5 cf,��mcf�<fil� (�) �' 1986 cfil '!-.lT(I 3 tfi1 
"3""Cl-mu ( 3) cf> 3"f� � mcFiR &JU TTra?f � rrq: "Btjt � 3m �af;f � � mf� (� � 
� � � mf!:lcfi"{Ul � 1'fll"I %) <fil � mf� � � �� cf> � qfl,ih1116ll "<:TT fin<IT cflffi'CIT 
<fil � � 6111qfo,:ff cfiT � cf> � tfi1 � � qfl41Jt1I SH-ctlclcfff <fil cf>T{OT offif3TI � � m o� 
� wa cf> 3"f�..fR fcfl � mcFiR � cf> � sk<11<11Jt1 cfiT sifaic.fo<o1 cfi< � "<:TT � �� tfi1 mu s cf> 
mm aj m � B �, � � mcm cfiT "<f<l" � • fITTf � v:m cfi14c1hs;l � t, � -mfa:m it m 
-,ifasfi1.1off cf> fu"Q: � qfl<11Jt11 siw1c1cti'r aj -q:m � -:ll11qfrn<11· aj � � oo <l"T <TTW fu"Q: � tu � 
°"1"m m cfiT � cfiT Sl641<li"11 cfi«IT %1 

["B. �-ll013/2/20l3-3lf{ V: (3lf{)] 

� �' � � 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi. the 28th February, 2014 

S.O. 637(E).-In exercise of the powers conferred by section 23 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 
I 986), the Central Government hereby delegates the powers vested in it under section 5 of the said Act to all the State and 
Unjon Territory Environment Impact Assessment Authorities (Hereinafter referred to as the said Authorities) constituted 
by the Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to issue show cause 
notice to pro1ect proponents in case of violation of the conditions of the envioronment clearances issued by the said 
Authorities to projects or activities within their jurisdiction and to issue directions to the said project proponent� for 
keeping such environment clearances in abeyance or withdrawing them, if required, for violations. subject to the condition 
that the Central Government may revoke such delegations of powers or may itself invoke the provisions of section 5 of the 
said Act, if in the opinion of the Central Government such a Course of action is necessary in the public interest. 

950 Gl/2014 ( I l 

[No. J-1JOI3/2/2013-IA. (I)] 
AJAY TYAGI, Jt. Secy. 
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� 
·;i-f��' 28 �' 2014  

cfiT.-m. 63s(3l).-� mcfi"R, � <ma_:rui) 3u'�, 1 986 < 1 986 qi"] 2 9) cf>1 mu- 1 9  cfi' �  (cfi) &RT� 
� qi] ffl � � oc@ cf>1 mu cfi' � cfi' � � � � � cfi' «f-q ( 3) if �  � � cfi' � 3fffif@a 
3TI� cfi' m2.l � � cfi' «f-q ( 2 )  if 3fffif©a mf� <TT 3TI� cm �  cfi"(ffi t: 

( I )  

I .  

2. 

-mruft 

( 2) 

� c ma_:rui) 3u'�, 1 986 cf>1 mu 3 c!i1 "3"9mu c 3 ) q;-
3-1� � mcfiR &RT Tffuo � <TT � �� � �  
� mr� c�.t3IB.�.ii:. ) 

� � 91 � (�.3l\.{<J;li. ) cfi' � � � 
if � � �, 91 m:a:lcfi <TT 3l1TT >l'=lR � q,f m:a:lcfi 

NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 28th February, 2014 

( 3) 

� afu: q,f � � �?..TT­
fc1f.1f.<.:ia � � c!il  3-'Tf� 

[zj_ �- ] 1 01 3/2/201 3-� � ( 3'flt ) J  

� �, � 1lfqq  

...... 

S.O. 638(E).-ln exercise of the powers confe1Ted by clause (a) of section 19 of the Environment (Protection) 
Act. 1986 ( 29 of 1986), the Central Government hercl>y authorises the Authority or officer mentioned in column ( 2) of the 
Table hereto for the purpose of the said section with the jurisdiction mentioned against each of them in column ( 3) of that 
Table: 

S . No. 

( I )  

I .  

2. 

TABLE 

Authority/Officer 

(2) 

Stale or Union Territory level Environment Impact 
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) constituted by the 
Central Government under sub -section ( 3) of section 
3 of the Environment (Protection) Act. 1 986. 

Any Director. Conservator of Forests or Additional 
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Posted in 
any of the Regional Offices of the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (MoEF). 

Jurisdiction 

(3) 

Whole of State or Union Territory 

Jurisdiction of the Regional Office as 
decided by the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests 

[No. J-110 1 3/2/201 3-lA. (I)) 
AJAYTYAGI, Jt. Secy. 

Printed by the Manager. Government of India Press. Ring Road, Mayapuri. New Delhi- I I 0064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi- I I 0054. 
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No. 3181] 

mmmur 
EXTRAORDINARY 

mTT II-� 3-'3'G'-� (ii) 
PART II-Section 3-Sub-section (ii) 

i;nf Qcnrr � \j qi I � I (1 
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 

� �. q·,1e1cm , m 14,  201s1mcm 23,  1940 
NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2018/SHRA VANA 23, 1940 

� fG.;fi, 14 3flIBf, 2018 

�- air. 3977 (af).-'ll'Rcf �. � (�) �. 1 986 <fir &m 3 # � ( 1 )  atr< -;rcr&m (2) lfi' m 
(v) if. � �  q11f,-po1 ('fR"!lfUT} f.:t<ri:r, 1986 1f, f.:t<ri:r 5 1f,  :aqf..l<1>1 (3) 1f, 1" ('cf) 1f, � m«r ;'.fT<f,1T 1f, dc'if>l<f1ii 

q <1 fq 1. 01 , 'i::f'rf 3tr< � � � <fir � 'ff. 1 533(a:r) dlW 14 �. 2006 ID7T f.:RllT � <PTT � �  
'Sl'CfiT�R <fir � � tft" '-3'ui � if � � qfh'l\iliii3IT <TT n\i<11<h�l91. <fiT � � <TT m1lTT"1" 
qf1 <11"1'113IT <fl F,t,111eh�1q'j <fi'T � <TT �frl,.f,)<h(OI, � �  <fl S1l�1fi'J,.f,) <TT �  Pl"-10T if � � �  

qW'f, m �frlf£2 ITfili<TT 1f, �. �. m<r � ii- <TT '-3'ui � <fir &m 3 # m (3) 1f, � m<r 
� ID7T �: � (lsi<lfd£l<l 4<lfi::f(OI � f.ruhur � ID'(T � q11fi::f(OI � 1f, o/.m( �. 'll'Rcf if 

ft,.ft .ft mlT if �  ;:;rni:,rr ; 

� � � � 4<1Ti::f{OI � f.ruhur 'Sl'"T'fuw (��) 3TtT � q4fq1UI "flTT'EITTf �..wur 
� cf.T q <lfi::f I 01 � etTT' 'RR m 1f, #'1:T if 3jtT 3lTTI'fi l/rftl;,ff ilfi SI ,<1141"1'1 if. fu'-n: �.J ciJ- � � * ; 

3fl"7 q4fq{OI (.tnroT) f.:t<ri:r, 1 986 1f, f.:t<ri:r 5 ilfi -3qf..l<1'1 (3) 1f, 1" ('"1) � <litcIT t � � ffl<I° ;'.fT<f,1T <fiT 
� i � ft..ft � <TT f.l;;ft- � etTT' � <TT � m qz fcfim � t � <TT � 3IT&m � ;;i"["1T 
� m ii:it m 1f, ffl 31'Tllf<l" <fiT .=rtful � ; 

* � (m-e,ur) f.:t<ri:r, 1 986 1f, f.:t<ri:r s 1l> :aqf..l11ii (3) 1f, m ('cf) 1f, m-ir ffi q11fcw1 (m-e,ur) �. 

1 986 <fir ITTTT 3 # m ( 1 )  arrr -;rcrmu (2) 1f, 1" (v) 1f, � � l/TT$<1T <fiT ffi1f m gfl;, ;;rrft q4fq1UI � 

f.rnfnir �. 2006 if t'fl/fru;, m 1f, � � � � <fi'T.31'1'. 3933(3'1") � 1 8  �. 201 7 cf.I" 
� <fir -rt �. � '3',f � � �. � m � � <fir � i. '-3'$ � 1f, � 1f, � if 

'Sl'CfiTllR <fir aiw mo �  <fir 3fi::ffir 1f, � � :it< �  3lfllftcr � lllJ: � ; 
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3ltT � � # mm � �  18 �. 2017 � � 1fiU � � � ;  

3ltT � '1"fiTT ml" � � � �  1i7 m-R" tim � aft.:� in: �: � �  lT<IT ?.lT ; 

� �. � ("ITT'8fOT) f.nm, 1 986 � f.nm 5 � ;;iqf.'l,:i;i (3) � <ff (ir) � 'IT4" � q,:ifc:(101 (�) 
�. 1986 # mn  3 # m  (1)  3lh- m  (2) � "Isis  (v) ffir � 9� <fil 'll<ll1T � g"TT:. q4fq101 � 
f.:rntTTT � 2006 ii f.'l � Pt f€i a aft.: tr�M � �. :,,� :--

"3"f. � # � if, � 1 (ifi), 1 (lr) 3lh- � � it, q <l fq, oft <l 3R'1"1ffu 1i7 � efip::,f;p:p:j,hfhn=�fa-. 
� 3f<'flhr �-XI if � � '+ft �  3ltT � �e1 ll�fe,:i'i � � ,:p f.'l�Ptfrsia 'R aft. ll�fe,:ii nihrnnfr, 
�4f;r :--
� 'TT TI'ffo"IT'T 

(;,:) I 
(1) 

(2) 

1 ('li") (i) � 'N ,r,,.r 

(ii) � 'ITT'l" ;;rrft­
(l!TT'Ti'ff � :,frr 
3frl:l" �) ,i't �  
-n:n-rt/� 
/'WT-r -/hi, 
q,f)[Pqf.1,f;) � � 
it � t  

(3) (4) (5) 

ft. ffli'IT >;j,pf 'If t � it It, ffli'IT lr,f,f 'If t � it � �rif l'fl1J: itrft, � ; 
> t. ,r,;;r TfF er.f < 1 00 t. � 1'fF ir.r 

(il m �� '9f.t:if t � (25 � ,r,r,r 
ffl<TT lr,f,f ri, 'f; � it < llTT'Ti'fT lr,f,f 'If t � it > 

150 t ,r,;;r 1'fF iTTf 
,r,,.f eTTf '17 � fur� 
�'N�W-1' 

·e TfF et'f "f'f) t � � � � ;  
150 t. >j,f,f TfF et'f 

(ii) ,r,r,r � eTTf 1f: i,w; '!t �PTT it 'q1' ffl � I 
I 

"I":! �  °l: lR'f tt  � :,fl'7' f¾41-i;;;,1•i 'li" 
� : �  I 

ft"f'JT :  
(1 ) � t � it w-� brH  1 
(2) l'f';! '3furr, � 3f'f'n'f � �,rr,l' t, if;­
'3'f'l' � f.;tTT 4411 .. ,,nii � ;f;t � llft.m- I 
� XI it tb1H 

I 
(i )  .,.fr 'EJ'Tft (i) <50 it.<IT. -:;r,;r � (i) >25 it,qf, 3117 <50 ;mw,ir grf "fTl): 00 
qfhfiJtrili; 

I (ii) � �  

� it.<IT.""" � 'J'1"fTG'I' ft"fVT ; 
(ii) >50,000 t � m (ii) >2000 i :ifrr <50,000 (i) lT'f it ,mt,r � it ,rr;; 'ITT<'fi lf'1ff ';j' m 
m iTTf  �-- 1}cfr m m et'f tfli1 qf)41-,�,Ji1" ���ll'T<WRfT 'P' 

' 

ffl'Ut 
'll""mfi 
(�) 
� 
ll1'TTi'fT 

"I":! 

(<2000 l.) 

(!3) lWflf 

fifm 

«t.t-fflT 

W-'IITR' 

� � 
� � 

ftm � :  

(ii) � � qfhmr,rr � q4\ipof14 
� fifm � it � !hIT JfRT 
(3�11\'•ll'f ffl f;:i,m it fyr fiRTt) fi,-,rr 
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'F1'f'l't � 2  �-1 �- ,nft iIT n;i'l1", � �I 

I ii,- �  � :oft, n;i'l1" � �� . 
�:rsr. >5 � 'F1'f >ii,r,rr � 

. 
�- � "l'-TT 'fljY ir "!"'lfr 'l'it � I f-r,fr if: f,;rr TIT tmrfr � 
� 'fl �. 'l't if- I � � 

� 

� '1]'1' lfP"l-1 �- iIT !IT n;i'l1", � �I 
'lF ftmrw 3ft; n;i'l1" 

� �� 
� � 'FR >ii,r,rr �. 
<100 �- 'Im 'Ill? it .,4r 'l'it � 
�� if'fi'tn: ry,; � 
>25 ;, t:.irtrrftm,<fi 'fl �. 
'T,l,f �  'l'fhir;;r;rr 
TI'flV � 

>100 �- "-Ii" irp;lT-1 �W, !IT iIT n;i'l1", 'l'fhir;;r;rr trMtl 
ir fif1ft  ftmrw 3fi,- n;i'l1" � � 
� � li'1'1 >ii,r,rr �. 
'l't ,r 'Im� ir ,r4r 'l'it 'l'fhir;;r;rr 
>lf'TT7 'TT if-f,;rr n;,r � 
m 'flµ' t-,rri,,:� 

'fl �. . .... 
� 
lf"ffiq"fi 

[l'.fil. �- 1 9-2/2013-:mtn;.III (�. II)] 

ffl"T � ,  � � 

� :  � �. � � �. anm.rrnir, 'll11T II, � 3 � (ii) if <fir. arr. 1533(ar), crrfug 14 f;rnciT, 2006 if 
� � l'fTT � 3itT i'f?l'.JT'i. f.l ?1 Pl f1i d i::iTs<TTai'f � 'ITT7T 'l'f"rrfihr � lfT1: : --

1 .  lfiT.3IT. 1 949(3f}, � 13 �. 2006; 
2. lfiT.3IT. 1 737(3f}, mfrn- 1 1  �. 2007; 
3. lfiT.arr. 3067(3f}, � 1 �. 2009 ; 
4. lfiT.arr. 695(3f}, crrfusr 4 3lW1, 201 1  ; 
5. lfiT.3IT. 156(3f}, ;;-rfng 25 �. 2012 ; 
6. <f.T.3IT. 2896(3f), 'dT7W 13  �. 2012 ; 
7. <f.T.3IT. 674(3f}, 'dT7W 13 ffl, 201 3 ;  
8. <f.T.3IT. 2204(3f}, crrfusr 19 �. 2013 ; 
9. <f.T.arr. 2555(3f}, � 21 �. 2013 ; 
10. <f.T.3IT. 2559(3f}, mfrn- 22 3flTR, 201 3 ; 
1 1 .  cfiT.arr. 2731(3f), � 9 �. 201 3 ; 
12. cfiT.arr. 562(3f), ffiW 26 �. 2014 ; 
13. cfiT.arr. 637(3f), ffiW 28 �. 2014 ; 
14. <f.T.3IT. 1599(3f), i'fTfra 25 ¥, 2014; 
15. <fif.3IT. 2601(3f}, i'fTfra 7 �. 2014 ; 
16. <f.T.3IT. 2600(3f), i'fTfra 9 �. 2014 ; 
17. <fir.arr. 3252(3f}, � 22 �. 2014 ; 
18. cfiT.arr. 382(3f), crrfusf 3 �. 2015 ; 
19. cfiT.arr. 81 1(3f), ;;-rfng 23 ffl, 201 5 ;  
20. '-fir.arr. 996(ar), mfro: 1 0  3lW1, 2015 ; 

I 

I 



'qffij q;i � : 3TTTT� 

2 1 .  'if.T.3lT. 1 142(3:r), � 1 7  �. 2015 ; 
22. 'if.T.3lT. 1 141(3:r), crrfr&- 29 �. 201 5 ; 
23. 'if.T.3lT. 1 834(3:r), crrfusr 6 �. 2015 ; 
24. 'if.T.3lT. 2571 (3:r) , crrfusr 31 31<IBT, 2015, 
25. 'if.T.3lT. 2572(3:r), crrfusr 14 �. 2015, 
26. 'if.T.3lT. 141 (3f) 15  �. 2016, 
27. ofiT.3lT. 648(3f) nrthsr 3 11Ti=f, 2016 ; 
28. ofiT.3lT. 2269(3:r) cITT11if 1 �. 2016 ; 
29. 'if.T.3lT. 2944(ar), crrfhir 14 �. 2016; 
30. ofiT.3lT. 3518(3:r), crrfusr 23 �. 2016 ; 
31 .  'if.T.3lT. 3999(3f), � 9 �. 2016; 
32. 'if.T.3lT. 4241 (3f), crrfusr 30 �. 2016; 3l'R 
33. qi"f,3{!', 361 1 (3:r), crrfr&- 25 �. 20� 8 I 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14th August. 20 1 8  

5 

S.O. 3977(E).- Whereas, by notification of the Government of India in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment 
and Forests vide number S.O. 1533 (E), dated the 14th September, 2006 issued under sut--section ( I )  and clause (v) of 
sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act. 1986 read with clause (d) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the 
Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government directed that on and from the date of its publication, the 
required construction of new projects or activities � the expansion or modernisation of existing projects or activities 
listed in the Schedule to the said notification entailing capacity addition with change in process or technology or product 
mix shall be undertaken in any part of India only after prior environmental clearance from the Central Government or as 
the case may be, by the State Level Environment Impact Assessment Authority. duly constituted by the Central 
Government under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the said Act, in accordance with the procedure specified therein; 

And whereas. the said Ministry has received requests. for delegation of more powers to State Environment 
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and District Environment Impact Assessment Authority (DEIAAJ with respect to 
grant of Environment Clearances; 

And whereas clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 provides that, 
whenever the Central Government considers that prohibition or restrictions of any industry or carrying on any processes 
or operauon in any area should be imposed. it shall give notice of its intention to do so; 

And whereas, a draft notification for making amendments in the Environment Impact Assessment Notification. 
2006 in exercise of the powers conferred under sub-section ( I )  and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the 
Environment (Protection) Act. 1986 read with clause (d) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules. 
1 986 was published, vide number S.O.3933 (E) dated the 1 8th December 20 1 7, inviting objections and suggestions from 
all the persons likely to be affected thereby, within a period of sixty days from the date of publication of said notification 
in the Gazette of India: 

And whereas, copies of the said notification were made available to the public on 1 8th December 20 1 7: 

And whereas, all objections and suggestions received in response 10 the above mentioned draft notification have 
been duly considered by the Central Government: 
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Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred by sub-section ( I )  and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 
of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1 986), read with clause (d) of sub-rule (3) of ru� 5 of the Environment 

(Protection) Rules. 1 986. the Central Government hereby makes the following further amendments in the Environment 

Impact Assessment Notification. 2006 namely:-

ln the said Notification, in the SCHEDULE, for item I (a), I (c), and the Schematic Presentation of Requirements 
on Environmental Clearance of Minor Minerals including cluster situation in Appendix-XI and entries relating thereto, 

the following item and entries shall be substituted, namely: 

Pro3ec1 or Activity Category with threshold limit I 

( I )  
I (a) 

l(c) 

/1. B I Co11di1io11s ,f am 

Mining. extrac_tion of natural resources and power generation (for a specified production capacity) 

( 2 )  ( .1 )  (4)  (5 )  

I ( i )  minerals 
Mining of > I 00 ha. of mining lease area 

in respect of non-coal mine 
lease. 

5 I 00 ha of mining lease area in 
respect of non-coal mine lease. 

General Conditions shall apply 
except: 
(i) for pro3ect or acti,·ity of mining of 
minor minerals of Category 'B2' (up 10 25 

(11)Slurry 
(coal. 

lignne and other 
I 

pipelines 

ores) passmg 
through national 
parks / 
sanctuaries / coral 
reefs. 
ecologically 
"'ieni;1uve areas. 

(i} River Valley 
prOJCCtS 

(ii) Irrigation 
prOJeClS 

> 1.50 ha of mining lease area 5 150 ha of mining lease area in ha of mining lease area): 
in respect of coal mine lease respect of coal mine lease. 

Asbestos 111111111g irrespective 
of mining area. 

All projects. 

-

(ii) for pro3ect or activity of mining of 
minor minerals of Category 'B I '  in case 
of cluster of mining lease area; and 

·, 
(iii) River bed mming proJects on account 
of inter-state boundary. 

No1e. 

( I J Mineral prospecting is exempted; 

(2) The prescnbed procedure for 
environmental clearance for mining of 
minor minerals includmg cluster snuation 
is given in Appendix Xl. 

(i) 2: 50 MW hydroelectric (i) 2: 25 MW and < 50 MW 

power generation� 

(ii) 2: 50.000 ha. of culturable 
command area 

hydroelectric power generation: General Condition shall apply. 

Note:-
(ii) > 2000 ha. and < 50,000 ha. of {i) Category 'B · river valley projects falling 
culturable command area. in more than one state shall be appraised at 

the central Government Level. 

I 

Irrigation 

system 
Requirement of 
EC (nJ Change in 1rrigauon technology having I 

environmental benefits (eg. From flood 

I 

irrigation to Dnp 1mgalion etc.) by an 

f-(a_) ___ M-in_o_r-1-E-x_e_n-,p-ted----1 exist1ng proJect. leading to increase in 
Culturable Command Area but without 
increase in dam height and submergence. 
will not require amendment/ revision of 
EC. 

Irrigation 
system (5 2000 
Ha) 

(bl Medium 
irrigation 
system (> 2000 
and < 10,000 
ha.) 

Required to 
prepare EMP and 
to be dealt at 
State Level (B, 
category). 



(c) Major Required 10 
irrigation prepare EIA/EMP 
sys1em and 10 be dealt al 
(:::10.000 to < State Level (B, 
50.000 ha.) category). 

Schematic Presentation of Requirements on Environmental Clearance of Minor Minerals including cluster 
situation in Appendix-XI: 

• 

Area of Lease Category Requirement Requirement Requirement Who can Who will Authority Authority 
(Hectare) of of of of prepare apply for to to 

Project EIA / Public EC EIA/EMP EC appraise/ monitor 
EMP/DSR Hearing grant EC EC 

compliance 

EC Proposal of Sand Mini no and other Minor Mineral Mi11h11! on the basis of individual mine lease 
0 - 5ha 'B2' Form -lM. No Yes Projec1 Project DEAC/ DEIAA 

PFR. DSR Proponem Proponent DEIAA SEIAA 
and SPCB 
Approv.:d CPCB 
Mine Plan MoEFCC 

> 5 ha and < 25 ha 'B2' Form -1. No Yes Projec1 Projec1 SEAC I Agen�) 

PFR. DSR Proponem Proponem <;EIAA nommaled 
and b) 

Approved MoEFCC 
Mme Plan 
and EMP 

::: 25ha and � J OOha 'B l '  Form - 1. Yes Yes Project ProJeCI SEAC I 
PFR. DSR Proponem Proponent SEIAA 
and 
Approved 
Mine Plan 
and EIA and 
EMP 

> 100 ha 'A' Forni -!. Yes Yes Projec1 Pro�CI EAC/ 
PFR. DSR Proponem Proponenl MoErCC 
and 
Approved 
Mine Plan -
and ETA and 
EMP 

EC Prooosal of Sand Mh1hw and other Minor Mineral Mininl! in cluster situation 
Cluster area 'B2' Form -lM, No Yes State, Stale Projec1 DEAC/ DEIAA 
of mine leases PFR. DSR Agency, Proponenl DE!AA/ SEIAA 
up to S ha and Group of SPCB 

Approved Project CPCB 
Mine Plan Proponems. MoEFCC 

ProJeCI Agency 
Proponenl nom111a1cd 

Cluster area 'B2' Forni -I. No Yes Stale. Stale ProJeCI DEAC/ by 
of Mine leases PFR. DSR Agency. Proponenl DE!AN MoEFCC 
> 5 ha and < 25 ha and Group of 
with no individual Approved Projed 
lea,e > S ha Mine Plan Proponent�. 

and one Projec1 
EMP for Proponent 
all leases in 
1hc Cluster 

Cluster area ·B2' Form -!. No Yes Stale. S1a1e Projecl SEAC/ 
of Mine leases PFR. DSR Agency. Proponent SEIAA 
> S ha and < 25 ha and Group of 
with any individual Approved Project 
lease > S ha Mine Plan Proponems. 

and one Project 
EMP for Proponent 
all leases in 
1he Clus1er 

7 
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· Cluster of 'B l '  

I mine leases of 
area � 25 
hectares "ith 
individual 
lea\e ,ize 5 lOOha 

Cluster of any 'A' 
size with any 
of the 
individual 
lease > lOOha 

-

THE GAZETTE OF fNDIA : EXTRAORDINARY 

Form -I. Yes Yes Stale, Stale 
PFR. DSR Agency, 
and Group or 
Approved Project 
Mone Plan ProponenlJ.. 
and one ProJeCI 
EIA/EMP Proponent 
forall leases 
on lhe Clu.<,ter 
Form - I, Yes Ye;, State, State 
PFR, DSR Agency, 
and Group or 
Approved Project 
Mme Plan Proponents, 
and one Project 
EIA/EMP for Proponent 
all leases in 
the Cluster 

[PART TT-SEC. 3(ii)] 

ProJect SEAC/ 
Proponent SEIAA . 

ProJeCI EAC/ 
Proponent MoEFCC 

[F. No. 1 9-2/20 1 3-IA.ITI (Pt.TT)] 

GY ANESH BHARTI. Jt. Secy. 

l\Jote: The principal rules were published in the Gazeue of India, Extraordinary. Part IL Section 3. Sub-section (ii) 
11de number S.O. 1 533 (E). dated the 14th September, 2006 and subsequently amended \'ule the follo\\.ing numbers: -

I .  S 0. 1949 (E) dated the 1 3th November. 2006 ' 
2. S.O. 1 737 (E) dated the I I th October. 2007: 

3. S.O. 3067 (E) dated the I '' December, 2009; 

4. S.O. 695 (E) dated the 4•h April, 201 1 ;  

5. S.O. 1 56 (E) dated the 25th January, 20 1 2; 

6. S.O. 2896 (E) dated the 1 3th December, 20 1 2; 

7. S.O. 674 (E) dated the 1 3th March. 20 1 3; 

8. S.O. 2204 (E) dated the I 9'h July 20 1 3 :  

9. S.O. 2555 (F.) dated the 2 1 "  August. 20 1 3; 

10. S.O. 2559 (E) dated the 22nd August, 20 13 :  

I I .  S.O 273 1 (E) dated the 9th September. 20 1 3; 

1 2. S.O. 562 (E) dated the 26th February, 2014; 

1 3. S.O. 637 (E) dated the 28'h February. 2014; 

14. S.O 1599 (EJ dated the 25th June, 2014: 

1 5  S.O. 260 I (E) dated the 7th October. 2014; 

1 6. S.O 2600 (El dated the 9th October. 20 1 4  

1 7  S.O. 3252 (E) dated the 22nd December. 2014; 

1 8. S.O. 382 (E) dated the 3rd February, 20 15; 

1 9. S.O. 8 1  I (E) dated the 23rd March, 20 15 ;  

20. S.O. 996 (E) dated the 1 0th April, 2015: 

2 1 .  S.O. I I 42 (E) dated the 1 7th April. 201 5; 

22. S 0. 1 14 1  (E) dated the 29th April. 20 1 5: 

23. S.O. 1 834 (E) dated the 6th July. 20 15 :  

24 S.O. 2571 (E) dated the 3 1 "  August. 20 15 ;  

25. S.O. 2572 (E) dated the 1 4th September. 20 15 :  

26. S.O 1 4 1  (E) dated the 1 511' January, 20 1 6: 

27. S.O. 648 (E) dated the 3rd March, 2016: 

28. S.O. 2269(E) dated the I st July, 2016: 

29. S.O. 2944(E) dated the 14th September, 20 1 6; 
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30. S.O. 35 1 8  (E) dated 23rd November 20 1 6: 
3 1  S.O. 3999 (E) dated the 9th December. 20 1 6; 
32. S.O. 4241 (E) dated the 30th December. 20 1 6; and 
33. S.O. 36 I I (E) dated the 25th July, 20 I 8. 
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�EW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022/CHAITRA 30, 1944 

q4fq(OI, cr,:r*� qf{qd,i � 

dl�«-qiil 

,rt �. 20 �. 2022 

'fil'.otr. 1886(ar).� � q4fc1,01 � cr,:r � � � � if  q4fc1,01 (W!ffOT) 
�. 1 986 # mu (3) # �-mu ( 1 )  � �-mu (2) � 'Ill (v) � ar� � !(� cfiT 'J<TT1T cl 
gt:;, q4fcno1 fi+il�ld f.:tm-or �. 2006 (� � � 'Cf'ma � �. 2006 � 'lf<TT �). 
qfh-17dliil3TT cf;t � ffl � � � 94TcHof14 � 3ITTfrlcfi � it �. 1f€4T cfil'.3TT. 1 533(3f), � 
1 4 �, 2006 ITTU � # t1 

anT � 44Tcl{Oj fil-li'cHd f.:tm-or mfucR:uT (�) cfiT � ffl '&' it 3f� � mffi � 
� 44Tcl{Oj � (W) "CR � � � � �  �,41<[!DJa �Tftr.<ff cfiT 'J<TT1T m � � .=cR 1:fT 
f� �. 2006 it cfil4TrcM,i � � 94Tq{Oj (ti<:'&fOT) �' 1 986 cf;'r ITTTT 3 '4;r "3"Cf-ITTTT (3) � 
3f� � <PTT t  

� � q4fc1,01 f11-11�,a f.:tm-or � ;:)' q4fc1,ca, � � .. 4jcj'i., m,rr if � �  w if  
'Cflffif � 'SlTR' � � � � � "CR 94lcl {01 � � � �9� � �9ff f.tqzr,:r � � �!IT 
tfTbr � lTT�"411' it' i:pT � it' 6il<1r1 IS<1 cfK � 'lf<TT t; 

afl. � WcfiTT � � 1:fT � cf;t �m � � q4fc1, 01 � � cf.r 3ft'; Fcfet,sflta cf,T,TT 
3-Tlcf!l<fcf, � t 

� 3lf'jf cf;t 'd'TW if, �&IT li I if)� I :fl �. 1-1 � ,cl <£OT ITTCTT � � uft<r �ITT � i-l 11-1 f{cfi � it 
� m lg' cf;') qftJ.f,;;i.,,arr cfiT � � -cn: m ��-4icfiii rfi4l' � � �. � � � ufnr �m 
fmrr3lt cf.r �<TT,f if nsra gi:; � � ii  1 .. 4 icfiii <f)'r.ff 3-Tlcf!(<r<fi � �; 

2770 GT 2022 ( I )  



2 THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDlNARY [PART IT-SEC. 3(ii)] 

31(l: �. � W<filT, q 4 Y cl < o I (W&'f1JT) f.n:ri:r, 1 986 t f.n:ri:r 5 t '311-f.nn, ( 4) t � mrf 
q4f,:pa1 (o/&'f1JT) �. 1 986 (1 986 'PT 29) # mu 3 # '3"9'-m'U ( 1 )  afr'<.: '3"9'-ITT:f (2) t m (v) � 
� !/� <f)T '\l'<ITiT m gei: '3'ui mm t f.n:ri:r 5 t '311-f.:t,:pr (3) t m (cfi) t 3,m,, �'# ar?rm � 
m m  t '9"�, <:1"'1cfi�d if � � #  Mt>iJl1 q4fq(Oj � cfrf � <t)' � mtcfi 
<f>T.3lT. 1 533(3f), � 1 4  ffiakl <, 2006,# � if f.1+1 fc:I Rsi a afr'<.: ti°!?TT� cfi«fi � 3f�:-

� � if-

( 1 )  tTT 4 if, '311-� (iii cfi) if; �  1:R, f.l1;1Rlf?sia nsrr �. �: -

(iii c.fl} uf/<r 'fBfT l/T mRR¥ l/T 'F8fT � if �  f l/T � � � fm7" �icfi2cf,/H #R 'ffwm?, 
Rt'f Pl<ti � #eft m�� it m � m 'lg' qf?.4'J0r11aif 'ifi't" � fitl/T 1TllT ff llT rrft,r 
cf,/</#,J./J' l/T ;::;;ft;if- l/T fitgr,r l/T � qf?.lfliilrt/3fT it anftrt 44/c/?.VI it � (il,4/cf,HNJ° 'CfiT ifq"ef;:r ITT it 
� ;Jf7" � � 'if  4W' � ?TlPl-ift1fr ir arfi)c/, PM'fild f 3it< ?TlPl-?TlPl rrr � �u 'if <IWT­
� J.flrtrJsr 'ifj7" 1lU <fl(?{t � � � RfT 1JT m 'lg' qRlfliilrttdff it � 'if �  fitllT .Jf7T[l!T,' 

(2) � if. -

(i) lR 1 (cfi) t �,­

(cfi) RnT (3) if, -

(cf.) fR-� � � if;  �u if "> 1 00 � � '9F ITT'' t HTTrf�, f.\+,a1Rlf?sir1 {ffl �. 

�: -

"� if; 3frncTT � � � � �* �a- if >250 � � '9F ITT"; 

(,g) "> 1 50 �• ,;@l'cfi, 3lcfi afr'<.: 3fITT if; � 1:R, "> 500 �• ,;@l'cfi, � afR 3fITT & �; 

(1g) RnT (4) if, -

(<F) fR -� 'lgrfrf if; �a- if < 1 oo � 'lgrfrf '9F ITT t � 1:R, 

'9F"' f.l fl Pt Rsi i1 .rm ;JfflJ:TT' 3f�: -

"ey � � rrtf it � 'if mft � qp m- 3it< � it amrcrr 3'rlT >17:fU � � f1l it 
� 'if <250 � � TT[T ITT"';· 

(1g) "<1 50 �· t 'S@TcfiT, � afR 3fITTT t � 1:R "<500 �· t �. 3lcfi afr'<.: 3fITT W 
�; 

(ii) lR 1 (lT) if; �. -

(cfi) �','.f (3) if, -

(cfi) � fflT (i) if, "> 50 �. 'S@TcfiT, � atr{ 3fITTT t � 1:R "> 1 00 &l•llcli2: ">fi'ITT'i, � 
3ll{ 3fITT & �; 

(,g) � � (ii) * '3W � 14 Fcl �41 <f)T � f.:f;,n- �; 

(,g) .:cf� ( 4) if, -

(cfi) � � (i) if, "<50 �• ,;@l'cfi, 3lcf. atr{ 3fITT if; Hffi 1:R, "<100 �• �. � afr'<.: 3fITT 
& �; 

(,g) � fflT (ii) if, -

(I) "atr{ <50,000 �• l?g, ,;@1'cfi atr{ 3lcfi <f)T � f.:f;,n- �; 

(11) � (1T) if 1'.JTTUft if, ''lf <50,000" �g, � afr'<.: 3lcfi <f)T '119' N,<TT' �; I 
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(<r) -=<t<+r (5) #, � mr (ii) � trim<i, f.h,1Rtf© a � � 3Rr:� fct><TT �. 3f�-TTrJ: :-

"(iii) 3f?rr-� "fftf # � fitq-rt qP,ef);;,,.,,aif Cf;/ JJ.r--4iiJirt � Rn: 97: '¥7lfj- ·it qp_q(i,f it- fitrtT frt4T 
�1':· 

(iii) 1R 1 ('<l') � �.-

(cf.) "Rf'+T (3) if, "> 50 �" �. ffl 3i'IT 3f&m � -=� i:n-, "> 1 00 ?t•11c112." �. ffl 3i'IT 3farrf 
cf.l' <"©T �; 

("l9) Rf'+T (4) if, "<50 �• �. 3f<f\ 31l"{ 3fan: � � in:, "<100 i:f•llcll2." �. � 3i'IT 3fITT � 
�; 

(iv) 1R 2(cf.) � �. -

(cf.) 'Rf'+T (3) if, ">1 " � 3ITT' 3f<f\ � � in:, ">2.5 "� 3ITT' 3f<f\ cf.l' WT �; 

("l9) Rf'+T (4) if, "<1" � 3i'IT 3f<f\ � � in:, "< 2.5" � 3fr-{ 3f<f\ ffl �; 

(1T) frN (5) li,Fcl·W-11'1 W- � tr'mrf, f.h,1Plf©a W- 3Rf:� fwrr �. 3T'<ffit:: -

"cslrf,f W eh- it- eftaz IPrrr- � ,r�ft,ff it- m-q- � � g,r;r qRefliit,.,t3f!° w � cslrf,f 

qp_4);;,,.,73it it- R1T[ fiJtJR/rt ift1TT it- � �  Rn: l/T � Rn: rrr, � � frt4T iifl'1T 
� �1':· 

(v) 1R 2 ("l9) � �. -

(cf.) frN ( 3) ii, Fcl Wl 1 .:i St � FE 4'i <llT � fct><TT �; 

("l9) 'Rf'+T (4) if, "<0.5 ��4'1 � cllT 3,41G'1" �. 3f<f\, !ff� 3ITT' 3,ITT � � in:, "tlm � 
qf{tcfi{OI qf{4-l"1'1 I, qf{t,cfi{UI cf;r "SITili<TT 1f{ t<TT'f � f�•fl" �� & �; 

(<T) � (5) �.�£.ll-11'1 W- � trima, f..l�Rtf©a mwr �. 

<IT�: -

"m<,r � � � � m� � � qf) t1'1;,i.:i 1ct � qp ITT i:n- � � i:n- � 
fct><TT ;;nm $T <TPT�, � "RP", �  qf{q"l"1'113TT � � �£.Ill 1'1 4t+TT � 3fTTT71"; 

(vi) 1R 7 (cf.) � mi:f.r,-

(cf.) �'+T (3) if, •� qf{q7;,i,i1m'' !?� � � in: "� �  qf{q"j;,HI�" !?� & �; 

("l9) � (4) if, f..l�Rtf©a 4o:� fct><TT �. 3f�: -

"-,m � q fh"1 ;,i .:i 1 �. � � 1TTpTT m .:i fAl Pm �. m c11 fcr1 Rt1 cfi � � � �1" 

[tfiT. fr. � 3-22/1 0/2022-�. I I I] 

"if. � � q I "19 41, WJTTi tTffi 
� :  1r1' � � � �. 3fmITT{UT, mtr II ,  m I l l ,  -;rtT-m (ii), � cfif.�. 1 533(3f), al& 

1 4  �. 2006 � � � 7r{ m aftT � � cllT.�. 1 ao7(3f), � 1 2  rl,;r, 
2022 � � .:i'�TTa,f fwTT 1T<TT � I 
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"\.flNISTRY OF ENVIRON ME T, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

OTJFICA TION 

ew Delhi, the 20th April, 2022 
S.O. l 886(E).-WHEREAS, the Central Government in the erstwhile Ministry of Environment 

and Forests, in exercise of its powers under sub-section ( I )  and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section (3) 
of the Environment ( Protection) Act, 1986 has published the Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 
2006 (hereinafter refe1red to as the EIA Notification, 2006), vide nwnber S.O.1533 (E), dated the 14th 
September, 2006 for mandating prior environmental clearance for certain category of projects; 

And whereas, the State Environment l mpact Assessment Authorities (SEIAAs) have been 
constituted under sub-section (3) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for 
implementation of the EIA Notification, 2006 at State level for exercising delegated powers to consider and 
grant Environmental Clearance (EC) for all proposals under Category B; 

And whereas, the SEIAAs have gained substantial experience over the past fifteen years in the EC 
appraisal process and the process at the State level has also been made completely online through the 
PARIVESH portal for efficient and transparent disposal of EC proposals; 

And whereas, the Central Government deems it necessary to further decentralise the EC process for 
facilitating clearances at State level; 

And whereas, as on date, category 'B'  projects, relating to national defence and strategic 
importance with significant element of security involvement are also being appraised at the State level 
which, the Central Government deems it necessary to be appraised centrally taking into account national 
security concerns; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section ( I )  and clause (v) of sub-section 
(2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986),read with sub-rule(4) of rule 5 of 
the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the 
reqmrement of notice under clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules, in public interest, hereby 
makes the following further amendments in the notification of the Government of India, in  the erstwhile 
M inistry of Environment and Forests, number S.O. 1533 (E), dated the 14th September, 2006, namely:-
In the said notification,-
( I )  in paragraph 4, for sub-paragraph (ii i a), the fol lowing shall be substituted, namely:-
(iii a) Such Catego,,. 'B ' projects, relating to the National defence or strategic or security importance or 
those as notified by the Central Government 011 account of exigencies, rnch as pandemics, natural disasters 
or to promote environmentally.friendly activities under National Programmes or Schemes or lvf.issions or 
such project� w/iic/i are inordinate(v delayed beyond the stipulated tinzeline as laid down in this 
notification and also meet the criteria as laid down in this regard from time to time, shall be considered at 
the Central le,·el as Category 'B 'projects: 
(2) in the Schcdule,-

(i) against item l (a).­
(a) in column (3),-

(A) for "> l 00 ha. of mining lease area in respect of non-coal mining lease", the following shall 
be substituted, namely:-

'·> 250 ha mining lease area in respect of major mineral mining lease other than coal"; 
(8) for the symbol. figures and letters "> 150 ha", the symbol .  figures and letters "> 500 ha" 
shall be substituted; 

(b) in column (4),-
(A) for "< I 00 ha of min mg lease area in respect of non-coal mine lease". the following shall be 
substituted, namely:-
" All min mg lease area in respect of minor mineral mining leases and � 250 ha mining lease area 
in respect of major mineral mining lease other than coal"; 
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(B)  for the symbols, figures and letters "S 1 50 ha", the symbols, figures and letters "S 500 ha" 
shall be substituted; 

( ii) against item l (c),-

(a) in column (3),-

(A) in serial number (i), for the symbols, figures and letters •·2: 50 MW", the symbols, 
figures and letters "2:100 MW" shall be substituted; • 

(B) serial number ( i i )  and the entries relating thereto shall be omitted; 

(b) in column (4),-

(A) in serial number ( i ) ,  for the symbol, figures and letters "< 50 MW", the symbol, figures 
and letters "< I 00 MW" shall be substituted; 

(8)  in serial number ( i i),-

(1) the word, symbol and figures "and < 50,000 ha." shall be omitted; 

( II )  in point (c) in the table, the word, symbol and figures "to < 50,000" shall be 
omitted; 

(c) in colunm (5), after serial number (ii), the following serial number shall be inserted, 
namely:-

·'( i i i )  In·igation projects involving Inter-State issues shall be appraised at Central level without 
change in category."; 

( i i i )  against item l (d),-

(a) in column (3 ). for the symbols, figures and letters "2: 50 MW", the s�mbols, figures and letters 
"2: I 00 MW" shall be substituted; 

(b)  in column ( 4), for the symbol ,  figures and letters "< 50 MW", the symbol ,  figures and letters 
"< 100 MW" shall be substituted; 

(iv) against item 2(a),-

(a) in column (3), for the symbols and figure "2:1 '', the symbols and figures "2: 2.5'' shall be 
substituted; 

(b) in column ( 4), for the symbols and figure "< l ", the symbols and figures "< 2.5" shall be 
substituted; 

(c) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:­

"Integrated coal mining projects with washeries located withio mining lease area shall continue to 
be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant threshold for coal 
mining projects."; 

(v) against item 2 ( b  ),-

(a) in column (3), the existing entries shall be omitted; 

(b) i n  column (4), for the symbol, figures, words and· letters "< 0.5 million TPA throughput", the 
words "All mineral beneficiation projects irrespective of the procedure for beneficiation" shall be 
substituted; 

(c) in column (5), after the existing paragraph, the following paragraph shall be inserted, namely:­

"Integrated mining projects with beneficiation plants located within mining lease area shall 
continue to be considered at Central level or State level, as the case may be, as per the extant 
threshold for mining projects."; 

(vi) against item 7 (a),-

(a) in column (3), for the won;!s "All projects". the words "All new projects" shall be substituted; 
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(b) in column (4), the following shall be inserted, namely:-

"All expansions projects, including airstrips, which are for commercial use.". 

[F. No. IAJ-22/10/2022-IA.III] 

Dr. SUJIT KUMAR BAJPAYEE, Jt. Secy. 

�ote : The principal notification was published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section Ill, 
sub-section (ii), vide, number S.O. J 533(E), dated the 14th September, 2006 and was last amended, 
vide, the notification number S.O. l 807(E), dated the 12th April, 2022. 

Uploaded by Dee. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-I I 0064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-I I 0054. �;�; .. •. 
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F. No. IA3-22/45/2021-IA.W [1706 17) 

Government of rndia 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

Impact Assessment Division 

Office Memorandum 

Indira Parywaran Bhawan 
Jor Bagh Road: Aliganj 

New Delhi - I I 0003 
diriapolicy-moefca,, gov .in 

Date: 1 7th January, 2022 

Subject: Criteria/Methodology for rating of SEIAAs - reg. 

Ministry has taken several initiatives for streamlining the environmental 
clearance (EC) process and reduce the time taken for grant of clearances. The entire 
EC process has been made online through PARIVESH portal. Due to these mitiauves. 
the average time taken in grant of EC has reduced considerably, to approXImately 75 
days as against the time-line of 105 days, prescribed in the EIA Notification 2006. 

2. Further, one of the issues raised during the meeting chaired by Cabinet 
Secretary on 1'3. 1 1 .202 1 to discuss the action taken on "Ease of Doing Business", 
was regarding ranking of States based on the time taken in according clearances . .... 
3. It has been decided to incentivize the states through a star-rating system, 
based on the efficiency and timeliness in grant of EC. This is intended as a mode of 
n·cogmt10n and encouragement as well as for prompting improvements where 
needed. 

4. After due deliberation, it has been decided that the following cntena and 
methodology shall be followed for star rating the SEIAAs to encourage transparency. 
efficiency and accountability: 

SI.No Criteria 
+----- -

1 Average number of days for granting EC 

-
2 !{}() of disposal of fresh ToR/ ToR amendment 

proposals awa1tmg for more than 30 days 

f disposal of fresh EC/ EC amendment proposals 
1tmg for more than l 05 days 

... _ 
,4 Pere entage of cases wherein more than one time EDS 

e sought b) MS 

� MethodolollV Marks + � 
< 80 days 2 

(extra 1 mark] ____ 
s 105 days 1 

105 to 1 20 days 0.5 
More than 1 20 days 0 

more than 90% 1 
-- - -

80 - 90% 0 5  - ---
-

. 
0 Less than 80 1/o 0 -� 

more than 90%, I - - --
80 - 90'1/o 0 5  

Less than 80% 0 
10% or less 1 

20% 0.5 
30°10 or more 0 

Page 1 of 2 
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,Average number of days taken for accepting thet-----=s:...c5::.....::d-=a .... , s=-----.__----=--
proposals for ToR/ EC 5-7 days i • 0.5 

I More than 7 days 0 - --------------------+---------"'---+------< 
Complaints redressed by SEIAA All comolamts ' 

I 
50"10 or more O 5 1 

•,---i:;ercentage of cases, out of total cases placed to SEAC,t Less thal]_.!_0% --+- ...!__ 
I ---- Less than 50% 

1 �a 
j
for wh1th site ,·1s1ts were carried out by SEIAA/ SEAC. J 0% to 20''" O 5 

L _ .J_ _ _ ____ . tMor;;han 20% 1 0 
Rating system.  

�SI.No - 1Marks Stars 

7 . __ �-�"'kS-�r �-�--re_-_-_-_-::_--��::::::::::::::::_o�-o:_o_o_o ______ -

•� t1 ·- rr,ar� t; 

Hs 6 mar� ·- --·­

�t-5 m<1rks 

. -
,5 3-4 marks jo 

- - . 
� ---=-========-=-t--=-_----i_ (' �-ess than 3 marks No stars 

_ J 

5. The ratmg of a SEIAA will be a dynamic process based on performanc,: during 
last six months. Data for a block of six month starting from 1 st day till last day of 
block period will be considered. This will be updated at end of every month. 

6 The above rating criteria shall be implemented online through PARIVESH as 
the portal has been upgraded to capture action taken on ToR/EC applications. 

7.  This is  issued with the approval of the competent authority. 

To 

1 .  Chairperson/Member Secretaries of all the SEIAAs/SEACs 
2. Chairman of all the Expert Appraisal Committees 

--1qJ-
(A K Agrawal) 

Director 

Copy for information to: 

1 .  PS to Hon'ble Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
2. PS to Hon'ble MoS(E.F&CC) 
3. PPS to Secretary (EF&CC) 
4. PPS to AS(RA) / AS(TK) / JS(SKB) 
5. Website MoEF&CC/Guard file. 
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